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New B & B at heart of summer events in Lé

Return to warm, personable inn after

enjoying jazz or cycling on the waterfront

herever one goes in

Lévis, people talk about
the dramatic view of Quebec
City across the St. Lawrence
River. True, that panorama
is a great attraction, but the
focus on the fascinating op -
posite shore is not really fair
to Lévis, which has a charac-
ter, history and terri ¢ event
calendar of its own.

Gite Kezako, a B & B built
high on a bluff in Vieux
Lévis, has that distinctive
panorama, but it also has so
much more. It's a family af-
fair, warm and personable, in
a repurposed medical clinic,
circa 1900.

AB&Bisborn

Marie-Héléne Guité trans-
formed a vintage red brick
building into an attractive
four-room B & B. It took two
years and all the muscle she
could muster. She didn’t do
the construction by herself,
but she did supervise. And,
assisted by her children —
Marianne, 18, Juliette, 11,
and Victor, 14 — she made
major plans. | was impressed.
Guité is a former banker
with Groupe Desjardins who
worked mostly in Canada and
also in Africa. But she is nota
woman with a background in
construction.

“We had a great contract-
or,” she said. “He was flexible
and helpful and he listens.
It's a good thing, because my
only work experience was as
a banker”

The team started with a
fine, stately structure, but
made significant improve-
ments. First, to maximize
that famous view, they added
on a wide, wrap-around ver -
anda and furnished this out-
door living room with regal
teak lounge chairs that Guité
had shipped from Africa.

Indoors, the B & B has four
guest rooms with crisp, white
lacquered furniture and soft
grey accents against dark
oak trim. Each room has air-
conditioning, a flat-screen
television and private bath-
rooms with walk-in showers
and good hardware. A smart
decorator, as well as a con-
struction supervisor, Guité
eliminated curtains and rugs
and went with window shut-
ters and polished dark wood
floors — a cleaner look.
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There are lots of contrasts,
old and new, such as the mod-
ern chandelier dangling over
the antique staircase and the
modern painting near an
arched ceiling.

The inn’s highlight is the
sunroom where breakfast is
served, still with that fabu-
lous view of the river and the
far shore. Guité’s repertoire
includes smoked salmon ome-
lettes, berry crépes, French
toast and bagels au gratin, as
well as yogurt, granola, juice
and cheeses.

Hot summer happenings
Lévis is an appealing city
of 140,000 built on three lev-

els — the waterfront with its
ferry and shipping docks; the
historic district of Old Lévis,
which grew up in the 1800s
along a steep escarpment
overlooking the St. Lawrence
River; and downtown, a mod-
ern, commercial city on a pla-
teau.

The Parcours des Anses is
a cycling path that runs for
15 kilometres along Lévis's
waterfront. If you start at
the dock for La Traverse
(the ferry across the St. Law-
rence), you can ride west to-
ward the Quebec City bridges
and cross the Pont de Québec
to the capital — high above
the rushing St. Lawrence
River — and connect to Prom-
enade Samuel de Champlain
on the Quebec City side. Or
you can simply hop the ferry;
a lovely boat ride on a beauti-
ful day. The Parcours also
links to La Cycloroute de Bel-

lechasse, a 74-kilometre jour -

ney east of Lévis through
rural landscapes and his-
toric villages with steepled
churches.

Vieux Lévis is distinctive
for its narrow streets and un-
usual architecture — mostly
vintage houses of ornate Vic-
toriana, decorated with mo-
saics, colourful shutters and
latticework balconies.

One of these quaint dwell-
ings is Maison Alphonse-
Desjardins, originally the
home of the founder of the
Caisse populaire de Lévis in
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Gite Kezako, a new B & B in Vieux Lévis, has dramatic views of B Lawrence River and Quebec City.

A summer sidewalk scene along a gourmet route in Vieux Lévis.

1900. The landmark institu-
tion was the first savings and
credit co-operative in North
America, created mainly to
extend credit to Quebec’s
working class and farmers.
With headquarters at this
cottage, Alphonse’s wife, Dor
imene, supervised the first
“caisse-pop” while she raised
10 children. Desjardins even-
tually expanded in Canada
and the U.S., and Alphonse is
considered one of the most
influential businessmen in

Quebec’s history.

Local expert Claudia
Méndez organizes walk-
ing tours of Vieux Lévis,
some with gourmet stops at
Lévis's famous sweet shop,
Les Chocolats Favoris. The
tour departure point is Parc
Déziel, facing I'Eglise Notre-
Dame and Maison Alphonse-
Desjardins.

The streets of Vieux Lévis
will dance and swing during
the eighth annual Festival
Jazz etcetera (co-sponsored

by Desjardins). Running
Aug. 7 to 10, the program of
about 50 shows, including
animation for youngsters,
will take place at outdoor
stages, restaurants and bars,
and even on the ferry. Most
shows are free. Two indoor
venues are I'Eglise Notre-
Dame and the cultural centre
I’Anglicane. The lineup in-
cludes alumni of the Mont-
real Jazz Festival: awarding-
winning chanteuse Angel
Forrest, bluesman and har

IF YOU GO

Lévis is a two-hour drive
from Montreal’s South
Shore bridges viaHighway
20 east.

Gite Kezako: 418-838-
1618, 418-956-4757,
www.gitekezako.com;
15 ave. Bégin, Lévis.

Price: $115-$135 for two,
incl. Wi-Fi, breakfast.

Lévis tourism: 418-838-
6026, www.tourismelevis.
com; Vieux Lévis: 418-838-
1209, www.vieux-levis.com;
Le Festival Jazz etcetera:
418-650-2881, www.
jazzlevis.com; Chaudiere-
Appalaches region: 888-
831-4411, www.chaudiere-
appalaches.com

Les Tours Suivez le Guide
(Follow the Guide Tours):
418-806-3153, www.
suivezleguide.ca; individ-
ual tour, $25; family/group
of four, $18 p.p.; gourmet
tour, $40 p.p.; reservations
necessary; English, French
and Spanish, about 2.5
hours.

monica player Guy Bélanger,

and Yves Leveillé and his
quartet. There will be extra

excitement: Les Grands Feux
Loto-Québec will present
fireworks on Aug 9.
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1000 ISLANDS

1.800.358.2137

GLEN HOUSE RESORT - SMUGGLERS
GLEN GOLF COURSE

In the Heart of the 1000 Islands and choose

from one of our many Stay and Play or

Romance Packages, starting at $136 per night
based on double occupancy. Enjoy our 18 hole
championship golf course, onsite spa, casual fine
dining, local Theatre, Boat Cruises and Casino.
Visit www.glenhouseresort.com or

Call 1-800-268-4536 for details.

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL

— NEW YORK CITY

Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites
USD $149.-$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to
midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive
& 80™ Street. For more info,

call 800-724-3136 or visit
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN

In wonderful Plattsburgh, NY. Only $140 for 2
nights. Canadian cash. Up to 2 people, additional
pers. add $10 more per night. Free continental
breakfast. Located conveniently off exit 37 on
[-87. Some holidays, wknds & spec. events

do not apply. Up to 70% occ. daily. Based

on availability. Call 518.563.0222 or toll free

NEW HAMPSHIRE
WHITE MOUNTAINS « NORTH CONWAY

Enjoy the comforts of our historic “country
elegant” boutique hotel with panoramic mountain
views, cozy Martini Library Lounge, renowned
international dining. Some guest rooms with
fireplaces and/or Jacuzzi. Golf, hiking & tax-

DIAMOND CREST MOTEL
Across The Street From The Beach

Book Now And Save

2 Room kitchenette suites sleeps up to 6.
All rooms have pool/ocean views. Daily maid
service/bbq facilities/sun decks.

TO ADVERTISE please call 514-987-2350
NEW JERSEY

free outlet shopping nearby. From $78ppdo(US)
includes Full Breakfast & Dinner (off regular full
menu). Photos, amenities & menu online.
603-421-6146 www. StonehurstManor.com

___MAINE
OCEAN WOODS RESORT

Goose Rocks Beach Kennebunkport

RELAX, peaceful, affordable lodging near sandy
beach. Spacious rooms include full bath, cable TV,
wireless, AC, mini-fridge, coffeemakers, hairdryers
and FREE breakfast. Outdoor pool, hot tub,
shuffleboard. Complimentary beach towels, chairs
& umbrellas. 10% discount for 5 or more nights.
Call Kathleen Spang @ 207-967-1928.
www.oceanwoodsresort.com

KENNEBUNK BEACH, MAINE

Franciscan Guest House Hotel

Affordable, simple rooms with private bath. 10
minute walk to beach and Kennebunkport. Free
continental breakfast, WiFi, AC, mini-fridge, CTV.
Saltwater pool. On beautiful Monastery grounds.
Weekdays two twins or full bed rooms start $119
USD August 1-23, $99 August 24-31, all Sept $79
(207)967-4865, www.franciscanguesthouse.com

August summer specials

Aug 17-22 5 nights 795.00 plus tax b type suites

Aug 17-24 7 nights 1095.00 plus tax b type suites

Aug 24-28 5 nights 500.00 plus tax a type suites
o nights 550.00 plus tax b type suites

Labor Day specials

Aug 29- to Sept 1 - 3 nights

450 plus tax for A type suites

480 plus tax for B type suites

All rates are based on 4 people

Extra person please add 10.00 per person per night

All room types sleep up to 6 people

A type are 2 room suites

B type are 2 room efficiency suites

Diamond Crest Motel, 7011 Atlantic ave,

Wildwood Crest, NJ 08260

(609) 522 1700

www.diamondcrestmotel.com

VERMONT

SMART SUITES

Summer Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality

in either a studio efficiency at US $92.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $102.95/night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Call toll free 877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette
special. Not valid with other discounts and subject to
availability. Effective 05/02/14. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So.
Burlington, Vit. Take Exit 13 off |-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5
miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.




