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Pelican Grand Beach Re-
sort is a timeless treasure 

and a deluxe oceanfront oasis 
on the edge of  the busy, buzzy 
city of  Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

It’s a boutique-inspired 
babe with 156 rooms, but it 
also has superior resort fea-
tures, such as a shop, an out-
door pool, a beach club, fine 
dining at Ocean2000 and cre-
ative cocktails at O2K, a pool-
side lounge (both spaces use 
trendy typography).

I visited during the week 
and thought it was a so-
phisticated, chic, grown-up 
getaway, but on weekends 
and holidays, it’s a family 
playground. Kids love the 
beach, of  course, but also 
the Emporium, an in-house 
ice cream parlour, and Fort 
Lauderdale’s only “lazy riv-
er,” which winds around the 
swimming pool. 

Plus, the place is so pictur-
esque that it holds 150 wed-
dings a year.

Pelican Grand’s top attrib-
ute is its location directly on 
the beach, rare for a four-star 
hotel in this Atlantic com-
munity, where many estab-
lishments are situated a hop 
across Ocean Blvd. from the 
sea. I was also enchanted by 
the décor, an eclectic collec-
tion of  seaside styles. And 
Pelican Grand surely has the 
prettiest veranda in town, a 
long oceanfront stretch of  
comfortable white wicker 
tables and chairs for drinks 
or dining. 

The hotel is thoroughly 
modern, built eight years 
ago from scratch, but it has 
the patina and charm of  Old 
Florida. The original owners 
had wanted a sand castle on 
the beach with a retro look, 
and they equipped it with the 
best of  today’s fittings and 
conveniences, as well as hur-
ricane-proof  and soundproof  
walls. It’s warm, friendly and 
an imaginative departure 
from the modern template 
of  minimalist décor. Recent 
updates include new pool 
furniture, new bedding and 
carpets and the opening of  
Ocean2000. 

Pelican Grand’s exterior 
is sunny yellow to reflect 
Fort Lauderdale’s inviting 
subtropical climes, and it’s 
trimmed with cupolas and 
tiny black and white awn-

ings. The lobby is a stylish re-
ception area and living room, 
classically decorated in the 
corals and aquas of  the sea. 
In the sunroom, dark antique 
rattan chairs and large potted 
palms suggest Hemingway’s 
Key West. A mahogany turn-
of-the-20th century antique 
credenza adds a colonial 
Caribbean air. The look is all 
very Florida outdoorsy, with 
sliding doors opening onto 
the veranda, which is steps 
from the beach, and the up-
stairs corridors designed to 
be open-air, so you always feel 
the sea breeze.

“It’s not the boxy look, 
and we’re not trying to be 
ultrahip,” said general man-
ager Robert Keesler. “Peli-
can Grand is contemporary 
and refreshing, but it’s also 
a lighthearted throwback to 
another time — and it’s an 
original.” 

The guest rooms recall 
weathered seaside cottages: 
a cream palette with bead-
board trim, brass-stemmed 
lamps, new sand-coloured 
carpets and one wall painted 
to look like vintage barn-
wood in pastel colours of  
the sea and sky. The beds are 
covered in luxurious white 
duvets, trimmed in palest 
turquoise satin. And so im-
portant, most rooms and 
suites have private ocean-
front verandas. The suites 
add a separate living room, 
and at certain low-season 
periods, they’re available for 
$50 more per night.  

Ocean2000 and the O2K 
Lounge are where Pelican 
Grand goes modern, or rath-
er 1920s art deco. Both spaces 
have glamorous, recently 
updated looks, with white 
leather furniture and lots of  
windows for views. 

The very happening O2K 
lounge does tapas, lobster, 
pork taquitos and capellini, 
plus wildly exotic cocktails 
such as the Pelican Brief  
of  pomegranate and VeVe 
liquor (so vibrant that it’s 
spelled with not one, but two, 
uppercase Vs), blended from 
Brazilian acai berries; and 

the O2K margarita, shaken 
with premium Partida te-
quila and agave nectar. 

With its swanky décor, 
divine beachfront veranda 
and Latin-accented cuisine, 
Ocean2000 is a pleasure at 
any time of  day. Breakfast 
might be Florida orange juice 
and Gulf  shrimp hash. Lunch 
features shrimp sliders, Cu-
ban pulled pork, fish tacos 
and yucca fries, plus classic 
burgers and clubs. Brunch 
goes all-out with a buffet of  
meat, fish, cheeses, cakes and 
all-you can sip mimosas and 
bloody Marys. Dinner has 
choices like crab cakes, hali-
but à la plancha and steak 
with chipotle. And, no discus-
sion, one simply must follow 
up with Key lime pie, from 

the Florida Keys. 
The Evening Under the 

Moon dinners at Ocean2000 
are special experiences set 
for full-moon nights, start-
ing with Jan. 16 and Feb. 14. 
With oceanfront seating on 
the sweeping veranda, guests 
will be seduced by the moon-
lit sea, a sky full of  stars 
and the rhythmic sound of  
the Atlantic waves. Adding 
mystique, Pelican Grand 
supplies telescopes for star-
gazing and has invited Bea 
Kobran, Florida’s top astrol-
oger, to give personalized 
readings and perhaps reveal 
what your future holds. 
Here’s hoping that you’re 
destined for a few more days 
and nights at this delightful 
Florida find.

Modern oceanfront oasis evokes Old Florida

Rochelle
Lash
 
checking in

Boutique-inspired Pelican Beach Resort 
offers visitors the best of both worlds

photos:� Pelican Grand Beach Resort

The Pelican Grand Beach Resort in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., has an enviable Atlantic 
oceanfront setting.

The guest rooms recall weathered seaside cottages. Most 
rooms and suites have private oceanfront verandas. 

 ❚ iF YOU GO
Pelican Grand Beach Resort 
is 14 kilometres from Fort 
Lauderdale/Hollywood 
International Airport via 
U.S. Highway 1 North to 
Sunrise Blvd. E.

Pelican Grand Beach 
Resort: 800-525-6232, 
954-568-9431, www.
pelicanbeach.com; 2000 N. 
Ocean Blvd., Fort Lauder-
dale.

Price: Rates fluctuate; 
approximately $199-$350 
U.S. per night. An addi-
tional $15 per night resort 
fee includes Wi-Fi and use 
of beach chairs, towels and 
umbrellas, swimming pool 
and fitness room. At certain 
times, if you stay three 
nights, a fourth night is free. 
The Escape Winter Package 
includes $28 valet parking, 
the $15 resort and adds a 
$100 resort credit. Packages 
are available with meals, 
Champagne and paddle-
boarding. Cruise clients have 
free transportation to (but 
not from) Port Everglades or 
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport.

Dining: Ocean2000 serves 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 
daily and Sunday brunch; 
The Emporium (boutique, 
ice cream and coffee shop), 
daily, 7 a.m.-11 p.m. O2K 
Lounge: lunch, dinner, small 
plates and cocktails.
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WHERE STAYTO
AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
In wonderful Plattsburgh, NY. Only $120 for
2 nights. Canadian cash. Up to 2 people,
additional pers. add $10 more per night. Free
continental breakfast. Located conveniently off
exit 37 on I-87. Some holidays, wknds & spec.
events do not apply. Up to 70% occ. daily. Based
on availability. Call 518.563.0222 or toll free
1.800.358.2137

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL – NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $75. Doubles USD $90. Suites
USD $100.-$120. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to
midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive
& 80th Street. For more info, call 800-724-3136
or visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW YORK

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS • NORTH CONWAY
Warmth & comfort surround you at our “country
elegant” boutique hotel. Grand mountain views,
fireplaced Library Lounge (aprés ski Cheese
Fondue served on Winter Wknds!), renowned
dining room. 25 guest rooms (8 w/frplcs) and
some w/Jacuzzi. 5 alpine resorts & tax-free
outlets nearby. Fr. $73ppdo (US) incl. Full Bkfst
& Dinner (off main menu) & use of XC ski/
snowshoe trails from door. 800-525-9100
www.StonehurstManor.com

VERMONTVERMONT

SMART SUITESSMART SUITES
Winter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitalityWinter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality
in either a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or ain either a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a
more spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/more spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/
night, including a deluxe continental breakfastnight, including a deluxe continental breakfast
and free WIFI. Call toll freeand free WIFI. Call toll free 877.862.6800877.862.6800 andand
mention the Gazette special. Not valid with othermention the Gazette special. Not valid with other
discounts and subject to availability. Effectivediscounts and subject to availability. Effective
05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington,05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington,
Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5
miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTELGREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique VermontExperience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington,Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington,
Vermont starting at $119/night weekdays LuxuriousVermont starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious
One-Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style HotOne-Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot
Breakfast served each morning Includes Manager’sBreakfast served each morning Includes Manager’s
Social with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-ThursSocial with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs
evenings) Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exerciseevenings) Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise
facility Walking distance to University Mall andfacility Walking distance to University Mall and
close to Lake Champlain and the Church Streetclose to Lake Champlain and the Church Street
Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be availableMarketplace. Promotional rate may not be available
during select periods. Contact hotel for moreduring select periods. Contact hotel for more
information Toll-free reservationsinformation Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616866.337.1616

QUALITY INNQUALITY INN
Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99
USD or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & FlyUSD or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly
rate which includes 1 night stay with round triprate which includes 1 night stay with round trip
transportation to BTV airport and up to 21 daystransportation to BTV airport and up to 21 days
parking for $139.00 plus Tax. Rates based onparking for $139.00 plus Tax. Rates based on
double occupancy. Additional charge $10/person/double occupancy. Additional charge $10/person/
night. Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates alsonight. Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates also
include Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool,include Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool,
Hot Tub, Sauna, Fitness center, Free wirelessHot Tub, Sauna, Fitness center, Free wireless
Internet and a Business center. Directions: I-89,Internet and a Business center. Directions: I-89,
Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not valid onExit-13. Rates based on availability. Not valid on
busy weekends. This promotion is available tillbusy weekends. This promotion is available till
04/30/2014. Call04/30/2014. Call 802-985-8037802-985-8037 oror
Toll Free:Toll Free: 855-547-2524855-547-2524 for reservation.for reservation.

TRAVELODGETRAVELODGE
Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls andClose to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speedoutlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rateswireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates
for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99
USD Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/USD Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/
night. Pet Charge $10/pet/night. Rates basednight. Pet Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based
on availability and not valid on busy weekends.on availability and not valid on busy weekends.
Promotion valid till 04/30/2014. CallPromotion valid till 04/30/2014. Call 802-862-6421802-862-6421
for reservations.for reservations.
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