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Snow-sports scene is booming thanks
to 'so much new snow and so much sun’

he polar vortex and relat-

ed provocateurs created
havoc for the Eastern Town-
ships’ tourism industry at
the outset of winter, but as of
two weeks ago, the region has
been on a roll with the right
kind of storm: lots of snow,
and no rain, sleet or ice. Ho-
tels, restaurants and sports
centres are hopping.

“We have faced huge weath-
er variations over the past 20
years,” said Alain Larouche,
president of Tourism East-
ern Townships. “And after
a chaotic start to the season,
the snow-sports scene now is
booming.

“If there is no snow in
town, people in Montreal and
Ottawa do not realize how
good the conditions are.”

The current conditions are
a far cry from power outages
and the hassle of melting
snow for water and cooking
over fireplaces. True, it was
a creative Christmas that
brought people together to
help each other, but it’s good
to have things back to nor-
mal, snowy mid-winter con-
ditions.

“It’s absolutely gorgeous
today — so much new snow
and so much sun,” innkeeper
Patricia Gérard said when
I stopped by her auberge in
Sutton recently. “The word is
out about the great snowfall,
so both the inn and the dining
room are nearly full tonight,
and it’s only Monday.”

Gérard and her husband,
John Kostuik, own Auberge
des Appalaches, a charming,
11-room lodge high atop a hill
overlooking the town of Sut-
ton. Thanks to his modern
bistro cuisine and her atten-
tion to décor, Appalaches
has become the darling of
locals and tourists. It’s a rus-
tic, European-style ski lodge
with a cosy fireplace salon
and only one television in the
lounge, all the better for mak-
ingfriends.

Gérard’s most recent gam-
bit is the creation of two new
suites, the Queen Superior
and Queen Patio, which are
the best rooms in the house.
These two rooms were re-
configured from five smaller
ones, so there is more space,
lots of light and bigger bath-
rooms. Gérard has added a
soupcon of country chic with
lean lines, barnwood trim
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and colourful quilts.

The Eastern Townships
have some of the most attract-
ive deals in the ski and snow-
board industries — a total
of 97 packages, Larouche re-
ports.

Mont Sutton’s terrific Ski-
and-Stay, a.k.a. Ski-Dodo-SKki,
is valid at a variety of inns,
B&Bs, condos and hotels
throughout town. It’s valid
Monday to Thursday and in-
cludes one overnight, plus
breakfast and lifts for 1%
days. It starts at $89 per per-
son, double occupancy, or
$159 for two nights and 2%
days of skiing, at sixlodgings,
including Auberge des Appa-
laches and the very different
Le Montagnard, a three-star
complex with several price-
conscious formulas: studios
for two to four people, condos
for six to eight, chalets for 16
to 20 and hotel rooms.

The stakes are raised a
little at five slightly fancier
places where Sutton’s Ski-
and-Stay costs $109 per per-
son, double occupancy for
one night, or $195 per person
for two nights. This category
includes Le Domaine Tomali-
Maniatyn, a deluxe hilltop
B&B in a contemporary man-
sion, and Les Caprices de Vic-
toria, a romantic B&B with
antiques and ornate vintage
décor.

On the mountain, Mont
Sutton is offering $25 tickets
and $32 lessons if you can
rework your schedule to ski
during the week, valid until
Feb. 20. Tuesdays are for the
50+ Club (skiers 50 or older);
on Wednesdays, it’s the Suits
& Ties gang for men; and on
Thursdays, the Divas on Skis
get goodies with their pack-
age for women.

In contrast to Sutton’s
intimate inns, the Magog-
Orford region is home to
several large resorts, such as
Estrimont Suites & Spa, Ho-
tel Chéribourg and Manoir
des Sables, all of which have
dining, on-site activities and
family options.

They’re within a kilometre
or two of Mont Orford and
the wonderful cross-country
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A deal a day available in the Eastern Townships
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AUBERGE DES APPALACHES
Auberge des Appalaches in Sutton is popular for its 11 cosy guest rooms, the fireplace salon and modern bistro cuisine.

MANOIR DES SABLES

Manoir des Sables, at the foot of Mont Orford, has packages with dining, spa life and outdoor activities.

trails of Parc national du
Mont Orford.

The Morning Ski Package
at Manoir des Sables, a com-
prehensive, four-star country
resort, features all-day lift
tickets at Mont Orford, with
one overnight and breakfast,
and access to free activities:
an indoor pool, hot tubs, a
skating rink, snow tubing
and the loan of snowshoes
and cross-country ski gear
for exploring the grounds.

Prices fluctuate at large ho-
tels like Manoir des Sables,
but the Morning Ski Pack-
age runs about $146 per per-
son, double occupancy on
weekends, or $132 per person,
double occupancy on week-
days. Children stay for free,

but pay junior rates for break-
fastand skiing.

For extra fees, guests can
take time off the slopes at
Manoir des Sables’s very
complete Spa Nordique Vil-
legia, which has 16 treatment
rooms, a Turkish-style steam
bath, saltwater whirlpools
and a Finnish sauna. The
Just for Me package is an
indulgent, three-hour trio
of a massage, a facial and a
pedicure, for either men or
women, at $175.

Down near the Vermont
border, a 90-minute drive
from the Champlain Bridge,
Owl’s Head is a peaceful,
somewhat remote mountain
community with slopeside
lodging and a restaurant and

massage services at the base
lodge. At the end of January,
the site featured 25 to 35 centi-
metres of new snow.

Owl’s Head is a great buy,
with a $17 pass on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays for all ski-
ers and approximately $23 for
juniors on weekends. Mem-
bers of CAA get up to 25 per
cent off regularly priced tick-
ets Thursdays through Mon-
days. And if you purchase
in advance at store-en.owls-
head.com, you can save up to
40 per cent on any day.

The Don’t Tell Fred package
at Auberge Owl’s Head (refer-
ring to Mansonville native
Fred Korman, who has owned
the area for 48 years) starts
at $75 per person, double oc-
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Tourism Eastern Town-
ships: 800-355-5755, east-
erntownships.org

Magog-Orford Tourism:
800-267-2744, tourisme-
memphremagog.com

Sutton Tourism: 800-565-
8455, infosutton.com; Mont
Sutton: 866-538-2545,
montsutton.com.

cupancy, including one night,
breakfast and lift tickets.
That’s a steal. Don’t tell.

rochelle@rochellelash.com
Twitter: rochellelash
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VERMONT

INTERNATIONAL

FRANKLYN D. RESORT AND SPA

All Suites, All-Inclusive, Family Beach Resort. World
Class Nannies assigned to every family on check-in.
Terrific Kids Program, Nightly Entertainment and Free
Wi-fi. Save 40% OFF-Call-1-800-654-1337 or visit
www.fdrholidays.com

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $75. Doubles USD $90. Suites

USD $100.-$120. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to
midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive
& 80™ Street. For more info, call 800-724-3136 or
visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS ¢ NORTH CONWAY
Warmth & comfort surround you at our “country
elegant” boutique hotel. Grand mountain views,
fireplaced Library Lounge (aprés ski Cheese
Fondue served on Winter Wknds!), renowned
dining room. 25 guest rooms (8 w/frplcs) and
some w/Jacuzzi. 5 alpine resorts & tax-free outlets
nearby. Fr. $73ppdo (US) incl. Full Bkfst & Dinner
(off main menu) & use of XC ski/snowshoe trails
from door. 800-525-9100
www.StonehurstManor.com

ALSO FIND US ON montrealgazette.com/wheretostay

VERMONT

SMART SUITES

Winter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in
gither a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Call toll free 877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette
special. Not valid with other discounts and subject to
availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd.,
So. Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off -89, left on rt. 7
for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont
starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast
served each morning Includes Manager’s Social
with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings)
Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility
Walking distance to University Mall and close to
Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace.
Promotional rate may not be available during select
periods. Contact hotel for more information Toll-free

reservations 866.337.1616

QUALITY INN

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD
or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which
includes 1 night stay with round trip transportation
to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $139.00
plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy.
Additional charge $10/person/night. Pet charge

$20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot
Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,
Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business
center. Directions: 1-89, Exit-13. Rates based on
availability. Not valid on busy weekends. This
promotion is available till 04/30/2014. Call
802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

TRAVELODGE

Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates
for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD
Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night. Pet
Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based on availability
and not valid on busy weekends. Promotion valid till
04/30/2014. Call 802-862-6421 for reservations.

DAYS INN SHELBURNE

Our special winter rates are $135 for 2 nights or

$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly
remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.
Call directly to book this special offer to our Canadian
patrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxe
continental breakfast and free use of Shelburne
health and fitness club. There are a limited number of
rooms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 and
make a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close to
restaurants, shops and museums. Call 802-985-3334
or email dianna@daysinnshelburne.com




