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The chic, contemporary 
hotel on the Huron-

Wendat territory outside of  
Quebec City has gone back to 
its roots.

The Hôtel-Musée Pre-
mières Nations in Wendake 
has opened an annex, a long 
house that is a replica of  the 
traditional dwelling used by 
First Nations for 1,000 years. 

Premières Nations is a 
successful tourism complex 
that incorporates several ele-
ments: the deluxe 55-room 
hotel; the gourmet dining 
room La Traite; the Nation 
Spa and outdoor whirlpool; 
a boutique of  intricate First 
Nations crafts featuring 
beading, stone, feathers and 
bone; and the fascinating 
Huron-Wendat Museum, 
whose artifacts include a ca-
noe, artwork and a fine head-
dress of  turkey feathers worn 
by grand chiefs. 

The long house is the new-
est addition, encircled by a 
sturdy stockade of  towering, 
sharply pointed poles and 
with a short maze at the en-
trance.

On the inside, the long 
house is warm and comfort-
able. It is 20 metres long and 
divided into 12 bunk-style 
platforms on two levels. Each 
sleeping area, about the size 
of  a king-sized bed, accom-
modates two, although back 
in the day, a family of  four or 
five might have snuggled in. 
Long-house living is toasty 
even in winter, because the 
“beds” are layered with 
sleeping bags and bearskins. 
Firepits provide heat, with 
the smoke channelled up 
through the roof. You’ll sleep 
well. A fire-keeper tends the 
flames all night and watches 
over your dreams.

A longhouse visit starts 
with a tour at 3 p.m., followed 
by a snack of  bannock and 
Labrador tea, dinner at 7 p.m. 
in the hotel, and traditional 
Huron storytelling at the fire-
side at 9 p.m. 

For visitors who aren’t 
keen on the longhouse camp-
ing style, every booking also 

comes with a Premières Na-
tions hotel room, so if  you 
have an overwhelming need 
to take a shower, catch the 
Habs on television or sleep 
in a real bed, convenience is 
a short dash away. The long 
house does have its own up-
to-date loo.

The actual hotel is a rav-
ishing reflection of  nature, a 
blend of  wilderness warmth 
and modern minimalism. It 
incorporates the outdoors 
with glass walls and terrass-
es overlooking a thicket of  
maple, birch and ash trees, 

and the rushing waters of  the 
St. Charles River (Akiawen-
rahk in the Huron language).  

Most striking is the con-
trast between the contempor-
ary lines and rustic textures. 
The lobby is an enchanting 
space with birchbark pil-
lars, slate floors and tables 
of  rough-hewn timber. Thick 
coyote pelts are draped over 
leather sofas and chairs, 
and the white walls are an 
informal gallery of  mod-
ern aboriginal art. In the 
guest rooms, such modern 
trappings as flat-screen tele-
visions and fancy bathtubs 

complement the country look 
of  log furniture, Hudson’s 
Bay blankets and beaver-fur 
pillows. Some suites also have 
bearskin rugs and fireplaces. 

Cuisine is a highlight 
at Premières Nations. La 

Traite embodies the same 
dramatic synthesis of  mod-
ern and traditional. Antler 
chandeliers and stuffed owls 
coexist with pristine white 
tablecloths and dark chairs, 
and while the food is from the 

woods and streams, the pres-
entations are contemporary. 

Chef  Martin Gagné calls 
his cuisine terroir du nord, 
and what really sets it apart 
is his use of  the herbs and 
spices of  Quebec’s northern 
forests. His dishes incorpor-
ate wild wasabi root, laven-
der, fennel, boreal cayenne 
pepper and Labrador tea.

La Traite’s specialties in-
clude walleye, wapiti, hick-
ory-smoked salmon, braised 
rabbit and roasted buffalo, all 
so flavourful. Some of  the ad-
venturous new delicacies are 
smoked eel, sturgeon caviar 
and sautéed seal meat. (Rich 
in iron, seal tastes a little like 
liver, but oilier.) There’s also 
bannock and hearty sagamité, 
the Three Sisters soup of  
corn, beans and squash.   

I had a VIP encounter while 
lunching at La Traite. At the 
next table was Konrad Sioui, 
two-term elected grand chief  
of  the Huron-Wendat Nation, 
which accounts for most of  
Wendake’s 3,500 residents. He 
also is a constitutional expert 
who has won cases involving 
rights issues before the Su-
preme Court of  Canada, and 
is a former representative in 
Geneva of  the Assembly of  
First Nations. This is a man 
with a lot to say.

So we said “kwe” (hello), 
and dished about this fabu-
lous tourism complex.

“We wanted to build some-
thing that would show our 
progress, talent and self-suffi-
ciency, not our victimization,” 
said Sioui. “The hotel, the 
long house and the museum 
reflect pride and dignity.

“Our community is a 
‘carrefour’ for Huron, Algon-
quin and Innu people. Ten 
years ago, our people were 
leaving for the West, and now 
there is a wait-list for housing 
in Wendake.”

Rochelle@rochellelash.com 
Twitter: rochellelash

Ancient long house an addition to chic hotel

The new long house at Hôtel-Musée Premières Nations 
offers wilderness warmth and modern minimalism. The 
long house has its own up-to-date toilet.

PHoTos:  HôTel-Musée PReMièRes NaTioNs  

The Hôtel-Musée Premières Nations is a stunning contemporary hotel and museum complex on Huron-Wendat territory near Quebec City. 

 ❚ iF YOU GO
Wendake is a 2½-hour drive 
from Montreal, and 15 min-
utes north of Quebec City 
via Route 73.  

Hôtel-Musée Premières 
Nations: 866-551-9222, 
tourismewendake.ca; 5 Place 
de la Rencontre (ekionki-
estha), Wendake. long-
house package: $299 per 
person, double occupancy, 
including breakfast, dinner, 
a museum tour, storytelling, 
refreshments and a hotel 
room with internet. Hotel: 
rooms, $159-$189 for two; 
suites, $229-$259; children 
18 and under stay for free. 
extras: spa treatments, hot 
tub ($25), Huron-Wendat 
Traditional site tour.  

La Traite: Breakfast, lunch 
and dinner daily; multi-
course dinners $40-$75 
per person; sunday brunch 
$25.95, or $13 for ages 6-12. 

Wendake Tourism: 418-
847-1835, tourismewen-
dake.com. Quebec City 
region: 877-783-1608, 
quebecregion.com.

Blankets, bearskins  
and firepits provide 

rustic warmth
rocHelle
LaSh
 
CheCking in

“We wanted to 
build something 
that would show 

our progress, 
talent and  

self-sufficiency.”
Konrad Sioui

ALSO FIND US ON montrealgazette.com/wheretostay TO ADVERTISE please call 514-987-2350

WHERE STAYTO
FRANKLYN D. RESORT AND SPA
All Suites, All-Inclusive, Family Beach Resort. World
Class Nannies assigned to every family on check-in.
Terrific Kids Program, Nightly Entertainment and Free
Wi-fi. Save 40% OFF-Call-1-800-654-1337 or visit
www.fdrholidays.com

INTERNATIONAL

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS • NORTH CONWAY
Warmth & comfort surround you at our “country
elegant” boutique hotel. Grand mountain views,
fireplaced Library Lounge (aprés ski Cheese
Fondue served on Winter Wknds!), renowned
dining room. 25 guest rooms (8 w/frplcs) and
some w/Jacuzzi. 5 alpine resorts & tax-free outlets
nearby. Fr. $73ppdo (US) incl. Full Bkfst & Dinner
(off main menu) & use of XC ski/snowshoe trails
from door. 800-525-9100
www.StonehurstManor.com

VERMONTVERMONT

SMART SUITESSMART SUITES
Winter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality inWinter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in
either a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a moreeither a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night,spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Call toll freeCall toll free 877.862.6800877.862.6800 and mention the Gazetteand mention the Gazette
special. Not valid with other discounts and subject tospecial. Not valid with other discounts and subject to
availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd.,availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd.,
So. Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7So. Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7
for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTELGREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique VermontExperience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, VermontCountry Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont
starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious One-starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot BreakfastBedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast
served each morning Includes Manager’s Socialserved each morning Includes Manager’s Social
with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings)with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings)
Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facilityHeated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility
Walking distance to University Mall and close toWalking distance to University Mall and close to
Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace.Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace.
Promotional rate may not be available during selectPromotional rate may not be available during select
periods. Contact hotel for more information Toll-freeperiods. Contact hotel for more information Toll-free
reservationsreservations 866.337.1616866.337.1616

QUALITY INNQUALITY INN
Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USDSpecial Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD
or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate whichor 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which
includes 1 night stay with round trip transportationincludes 1 night stay with round trip transportation
to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $139.00to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $139.00
plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy.plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy.
Additional charge $10/person/night. Pet chargeAdditional charge $10/person/night. Pet charge

$20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot$20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot
Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,
Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a BusinessFitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business
center. Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based oncenter. Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based on
availability. Not valid on busy weekends. Thisavailability. Not valid on busy weekends. This
promotion is available till 04/30/2014. Callpromotion is available till 04/30/2014. Call
802-985-8037802-985-8037 or Toll Free:or Toll Free: 855-547-2524855-547-2524 for reservation.for reservation.

TRAVELODGETRAVELODGE
Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls andClose to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speedoutlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rateswireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates
for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USDfor 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD
Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night. PetPlus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night. Pet
Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based on availabilityCharge $10/pet/night. Rates based on availability
and not valid on busy weekends. Promotion valid tilland not valid on busy weekends. Promotion valid till
04/30/2014. Call04/30/2014. Call 802-862-6421802-862-6421 for reservations.for reservations.

DAYS INN SHELBURNEDAYS INN SHELBURNE
Our special winter rates are $135 for 2 nights orOur special winter rates are $135 for 2 nights or
$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly
remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.
Call directly to book this special offer to our CanadianCall directly to book this special offer to our Canadian
patrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxepatrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxe
continental breakfast and free use of Shelburnecontinental breakfast and free use of Shelburne
health and fitness club. There are a limited number ofhealth and fitness club. There are a limited number of
rooms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 androoms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 and
make a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close tomake a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close to
restaurants, shops and museums. Callrestaurants, shops and museums. Call 802-985-3334802-985-3334
or email dianna@daysinnshelburne.comor email dianna@daysinnshelburne.com

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL – NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $75. Doubles USD $90. Suites
USD $100.-$120. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to
midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive
& 80th Street. For more info, call 800-724-3136 or
visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com
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