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The irrepressible Auberge 
des Gallant always has 

news, even after 42 years in 
the hospitality biz. This sea-
son’s major bulletin is the 
opening of  a wing of  guest 
rooms (including an eleva-
tor), filling the void left when 
a fire roared through the 
property two years ago.

Now back in its groove, 
Auberge des Gallant is multi-
tasking once again. Tucked 
in a forest and overlooking a 
pond near Mont Rigaud, the 
Ste-Marthe site is so pictur-
esque that it handles about 
100 weddings a year and 
scores of  anniversary and 
birthday celebrations. It has 
fine cuisine, a lively cabane à 
sucre (now in full swing) and 
high-tech conference spaces 
that opened in February and 
are already popular with 
businesses in the West Island 
and Ottawa.   

Gallant is a hotbed of  ro-
mance. A 45-minute drive 
from downtown Montreal 
and a 20-minute drive from 
the West Island, it’s a love 
nest where you can share a 
fine dinner with your part-
ner, relax with massages and 
cocoon in all-new accommo-
dations.

“We are gradually trans-
forming from a country inn 
into a country hotel with all 
of  our new services,” said 
Linda Gallant, who owns 
the place with her husband, 
Gerry, the chef  who founded 
the auberge in 1972, and her 
son Neil, who now handles 
the kitchen. 

“One big addition is the 
elevator. Life now is easier 
for the guests who have been 
returning for decades, more 
welcoming for our physically 
challenged guests and simply 
more convenient for trans-
porting luggage.”

I remember visiting Au-
berge des Gallant when the 
prevailing décor was coun-
try casual, with a Victor-
ian-inspired collection of  
needlepoint cushions and 
settees. Today’s updated look 

has chocolate leather sofas 
grouped around the fireplace 
and perky apple-green acces-
sories against a steel-grey 
palette. 

“It’s more contempor-
ary now,” said Gallant. “In 
French, I say “épurée” — 
more pure — with fewer ac-
cessories and cleaner lines. I 
find it more soothing.

“We have kept a bit of  the 
past, in the dining room and 
in one salon. We still have 
some needlepoint chairs, 
so our longtime customers 
would have a familiar touch-
stone.”

The new guest wing — ex-
panded to 42 rooms, instead 
of  the old 24 — is in a different 
location. It’s more secluded, 
so all the rooms have pretty 
views of  trees and summer-
time gardens. They’re decked 
out in modern, streamlined 
décor with walk-in showers 
and hypo-allergenic cork 
floors. The first floor has pat-
ios and the second level has 
private balconies. 

But back to the direct 
route to your lover’s heart. 
Auberge des Gallant is a 
go-to spot west of  Montreal 
for high-quality dining. It 

has it all: leisurely lunches, 
Sunday brunches, candlelit 
dinners and creative maple-
based feasts at its own ca-
bane à sucre. It specializes in 
Quebec ingredients and styl-
ish presentations with such 
delicacies as foie gras, beets 
with apples and blue cheese, 
braised lamb shank, duck 
magret and grilled venison. 

Executive chef  Neil Gal-
lant and sommelier Thomas 
Le Guilly will ramp up the 
gastronomy with special 
wine-themed dinners on one 
Friday of  each month. With 

a price tag of  $120 per person 
for multiple courses with 
wine pairings, the culinary 
events will focus on Italy’s 
Piedmont region on March 28 
and South Africa on April 25. 

I want to give you a hint of  
the cuisine, but it’s all a mys-
tery. Chef  Gallant is planning 
“blind” discovery menus — 
that is, they will be unveiled 
only when guests are seated 
at the table. Other dinners 
will focus on Bordeaux, Chile, 
Australia and Champagne. 

Auberge des Gallant is 
pet-friendly, starting with 

Roscoe, the hotel’s black lab-
boxer mascot. Since Gerry 
Gallant has passed his tuque 
along, he and his best pal act 
as the hotel’s ambassadors, 
greeting guests and strolling 
the grounds. At cocktail hour, 
they’re at the bar, Gerry with 
a cabernet sauvignon and 

Roscoe with a bowl of  water 
and canine cookies. 

The hotel supplies a leash 
so guests can walk the dog, if  
you can pry him away from 
the bar.  

Rochelle@rochellelash.com 
Twitter: rochellelash 

Auberge des Gallant’s transformation a labour of love
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Auberge des Gallant has opened a new wing of guest rooms. Among other upgrades, the site now features an elevator.

New services, rooms 
enhance romantic site 

near Mont Rigaud
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 ❚ iF YOU GO
Ste-Marthe and Rigaud are a 
one-hour drive from Mont-
real via Highway 40 west to 
Exit 17. 

Auberge des Gallant: 1171 
chemin St-Henri, Ste-
Marthe, 800-641-4241, 
gallant.qc.ca. Dining room 
is open for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner daily, and Sunday 
brunch. Spa Gallant’s nine 
treatment rooms are open 
daily, by reservation. Pet-
friendly, $35-$50.

Price: One-night package, 
Sun.-Fri., with breakfast 
and dinner, $250-$275 for 
two. On Sat., $325-$350 
for two, including dinner 
and Sunday brunch. Rooms, 
with breakfast only, start 
at $150 Sun.-Fri., for two, 
or $225 Sat., with Sunday 
brunch. All prices include 

Wi-Fi, trails for walking/
snowshoeing (snowshoes 
provided). The 25-kilometre 
Escapade cross-country 
trail crosses the property. In 
summer, there is a heated 
pool. Extras: spa treat-
ments.

Other packages: Sweet 
Maple, with cabane à sucre 
dinner and snowshoeing; 
Girls Fun, with spa dis-
counts; Take Time, with spa 
life and wildlife observation; 
Galloping Gourmet, with 
dinner and wine tours; and 
snowmobiling. 

Sucrerie des Gallant: Res-
ervations required; buffet 
lunch and dinner Sat.-Sun., 
$25 per person; table service 
Mon.-Fri., $20 for dinner 
or $16 for lunch; children, 
$5-$15.
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The 42 rooms in Auberge des Gallant’s new guest wing are 
decked out in modern, streamlined décor. 
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WHERE STAYTO
FRANKLYN D. RESORT AND SPA
All Suites, All-Inclusive, Family Beach Resort. World
Class Nannies assigned to every family on check-in.
Terrific Kids Program, Nightly Entertainment and Free
Wi-fi. Save 40% OFF-Call-1-800-654-1337 or visit
www.fdrholidays.com

INTERNATIONAL

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS • NORTH CONWAY
Warmth & comfort surround you at our “country
elegant” boutique hotel. Grand mountain views,
fireplaced Library Lounge, renowned dining.
25 guest rooms (8 w/frplcs) and some w/ Jacuzzi.
5 alpine resorts & tax- free outlets nearby. Fr.
$73ppdo(US) incl. Full Bkfst & Dinner (off main
menu) & XC ski/snowshoe trails from door. Details
& full menu online. 603-421-6146
www.StonehurstManor.com

VERMONTVERMONT

SMART SUITESSMART SUITES
Winter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality inWinter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in
either a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a moreeither a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night,spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Call toll freeCall toll free 877.862.6800877.862.6800 and mention the Gazetteand mention the Gazette
special. Not valid with other discounts and subject tospecial. Not valid with other discounts and subject to
availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd.,availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd.,
So. Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7So. Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7
for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTELGREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique VermontExperience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, VermontCountry Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont
starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious One-starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot BreakfastBedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast
served each morning Includes Manager’s Socialserved each morning Includes Manager’s Social
with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings)with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings)
Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facilityHeated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility
Walking distance to University Mall and close toWalking distance to University Mall and close to
Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace.Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace.
Promotional rate may not be available during selectPromotional rate may not be available during select
periods. Contact hotel for more information Toll-freeperiods. Contact hotel for more information Toll-free
reservationsreservations 866.337.1616866.337.1616

QUALITY INNQUALITY INN
Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USDSpecial Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD
or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate whichor 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which
includes 1 night stay with round trip transportationincludes 1 night stay with round trip transportation
to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $139.00to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $139.00
plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy.plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy.
Additional charge $10/person/night. Pet chargeAdditional charge $10/person/night. Pet charge

$20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot$20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot
Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,
Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a BusinessFitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business
center. Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based oncenter. Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based on
availability. Not valid on busy weekends. Thisavailability. Not valid on busy weekends. This
promotion is available till 04/30/2014. Callpromotion is available till 04/30/2014. Call
802-985-8037802-985-8037 or Toll Free:or Toll Free: 855-547-2524855-547-2524 for reservation.for reservation.

TRAVELODGETRAVELODGE
Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls andClose to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speedoutlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rateswireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates
for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USDfor 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD
Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night. PetPlus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night. Pet
Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based on availabilityCharge $10/pet/night. Rates based on availability
and not valid on busy weekends. Promotion valid tilland not valid on busy weekends. Promotion valid till
04/30/2014. Call04/30/2014. Call 802-862-6421802-862-6421 for reservations.for reservations.

DAYS INN SHELBURNEDAYS INN SHELBURNE
Our special winter rates are $135 for 2 nights orOur special winter rates are $135 for 2 nights or
$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly
remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.
Call directly to book this special offer to our CanadianCall directly to book this special offer to our Canadian
patrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxepatrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxe
continental breakfast and free use of Shelburnecontinental breakfast and free use of Shelburne
health and fitness club. There are a limited number ofhealth and fitness club. There are a limited number of
rooms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 androoms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 and
make a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close tomake a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close to
restaurants, shops and museums. Callrestaurants, shops and museums. Call 802-985-3334802-985-3334
or email dianna@daysinnshelburne.comor email dianna@daysinnshelburne.com

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL – NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites
USD $149.-$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to
midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive
& 80th Street. For more info, call 800-724-3136 or
visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com
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