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Boat in Toronto harbour a charming B&B

A unique non-hotel,
big-city experience

ROCHELLE
LASH

COUNTRY ROADS

ust when I thought hotel

life might get humdrum, I
discovered the Making Waves
Boatel, a B&B operating on
a trawler in the Toronto har-
bour. It’s an engaging non-
hotel experience steps from
downtown Toronto. The boat
is on the water, but it remains
docked at all times so guests
enjoy a slice of nautical life,
although not a cruise on the
high seas.

If you do a Google map
search for Toronto B&Bs,
most are spread out north of
Dundas St., but Boatel is an
isolated red dot well south of
downtown. That’s the good
part. No skyscrapers, no con-
crete and no cars. Only open
sky and the gentle lapping of
waves against the hull, with
the impressive Toronto sky-
line asabackdrop.

On the port side of the
boat, the B&B yields a yacht-
worthy view of the open wat-
ers of Lake Ontario and the
passing flotilla of sailboats,
powerboats, schooners and
ocean-going ships.

On the starboard side,
Boatel borders the Toronto
Music Garden, a waterfront
promenade that draws stroll-
ers, joggers, dog-walkers and
cyclists (there is a Bixi sta-
tion at the end of the quay).
And, only steps from Boatel,
Toronto Harbourfront will
present live indoor and out-
door shows at various times,
many designed for children
and many for free.

When you arrive at Queen’s
Quay West, Captain Ted
Greene will meet you and
walk you down the pier to
Boatel. He’s a commercial
maritime pilot licensed by
Transport Canada, and Diane
Greene is his wife, first mate
and the breakfast chef.

Staying at Boatel is simi-
lar to staying at any B & B,
but the surroundings are
totally different. Visits usu-
ally start with a cup of cof-
fee and an orientation in the
salon. Guests can relax here,
indoors, with the TV, or settle
into a lounge chair on the
upper deck. In fine weather,
that’s the ideal spot at sunset,
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and Boatel has an honour bar
for wine and beer, or guests
can bringtheir own.

In the morning, Diane
cooksupastorm inthe galley
with a different dish daily —
perhaps blueberry pumpkin
pancakes, baked eggs with
herbs and avocado, apple la-
sagna with ricotta and ched-
dar cheese or her signature
breakfast pizza with basil
pesto, kale, egg and feta.

Boatel has three state-
rooms: Veradero and Nassau
are both in the bow, so they
are cozy and triangular nich-
es, just big enough for two
people to sleep on platforms
covered with foam mat-
tresses and homespun quilts.
They are compact spaces,
but once you are snuggled
in, they are roomier than
they look. These two state-
rooms share a head (that’s
nautical talk for bathroom),
which encompasses a sink,
a shower and a toilet with a
pedal-flush, plus a cabinet for
toiletries.
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Guests get a taste of nautical life with a choice of three
staterooms on the Making Waves Boatel.

The Bondi is the larger
stateroom, shaped more like
a mainland bedroom and
equipped with a flat-screen
television and an iHome
radio with iPod dock. This
room has its own private
head and more portholes for
better daylight and views.

“People come to us for the
uniqueness, to have a change
from a standard hotel room,
or for a light adventure, or

simply because they are curi-
ous about the boating life-
style,” said Diane.

Business people, usually
stuck in offices where the
windows don’t open, appre-
ciate the sunlight and fresh
air. They can hold meet-
ings in Boatel’s breakfast
room, which doubles as a
boardroom on the aft deck.
The boat gently rocks on
the water, the ideas flow, the
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PHOTOS: MAKING WAVES BOATEL
The Making Waves Boatel offers a view of the Toronto skyline as well as the open waters of Lake Ontario.

vibe is positive and clients
are charmed.

“It’s very calm,; it’s a great
place to have no distractions,
especially since it’s almost in
the middle of bustling Toron-
to,” said Montrealer Charles
Quintal, president of Quintal
& Co. Financial Services who
travels to Toronto frequently
for business.

Another Boatel guest, Gé-
rald Brosseau, visited with
his wife, Lola Thissault. “We
liked the price, and we loved
the personal service, much
better than a big hotel,” said
Brosseau.

“Diane and Ted showed us
to the subway, suggested res-
taurants and gave us discount
tickets for a lot of attractions
... we were a short walk from
the CN Tower ... we didn’t
use our car at all, just left it
parked inthe marina.”

The Greenes have a spe-
cial retreat planned in May
to raise awareness of and to
benefit Childhood Cancer
Canada. Girls Night INN will
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VIA Rail: 514 989-2626,
888-842-7245, www.viarail.
ca; operates approximately
seven trains daily each

way between Montreal and
Toronto; economy costs
$39-%$155 one-way, or $78-
$310 round trip; business
class costs $89-$248 one
way or $178-$496 round
trip.

By air: Air Canada and Por-
ter Airlines operate frequent
flights daily from Montreal’s
Trudeau Airport to the Billy
Bishop Toronto City Airport.

Making Waves Boatel:
647-403-2764, www.boa-
tel.ca; 539 Queens Quay W.,
Toronto; operates

May 1-Sept. 30.

Price: $250 for two people
in the Bondi stateroom
with private head (bath-
room), $175 for Nassau and
Veradero, which share a
bathroom; $525 for all three
rooms for up to six people;
all including wi-fi, breakfast
and free telephone calls
throughout North America.
Special diets on request.

Tourism Toronto: 800-
499-2514, 416-987-1739,
www.seetorontonow.com.

be a mini-vacation for girls
living with cancer. Three
teenagers and their mothers
will travel from their home
towns to Toronto, courtesy
of VIA Rail, and will enjoy
a weekend on Boatel, with
a City Sightseeing Toronto
bus tour, a harbour cruise on
Mariposa Cruises and dinner
catered by Williams Fresh
Café, plus gifts from Toys-R-
Us, Million Dollar Smiles (a
support organization) and
Shoppers Drug Mart.

Boatel is docked about a
half-kilometre, in various dir-
ections, fromthe Habourfront
Centre, the Billy Bishop To-
ronto City Airport, Metro To-
ronto Convention Centre, the
CN Tower, the Rogers Centre,
where the Blue Jays play, and
Ripley’s Aquarium, which
opened in 2013 with nine vast
galleries of marine life. Boa-
tel also is 1.5 kilometres from
Union Station. Most guests
walk everywhere, hop on the
subway or rent a Bixi, just
down the quay.

Rochelle@rochellelash.com
Twitter: rochellelash
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TO ADVERTISE please call 514-987-2350
VERMONT

SMART SUITES

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites USD
$149.-$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson River views,
18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to midtown. Safe,
quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive & 80™ Street. For
more info, call 800-724-3136 or visit
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS ¢ NORTH CONWAY
Enjoy the comforts of our secluded “country elegant”
boutique hotel with panoramic mountain views, cozy
fireplaced Library Lounge, renowned international
dining. Some guest rooms with fireplaces and/

or Jacuzzi. Spring skiing, hiking & tax-free outlet
shopping nearby. From $78ppdo(US) includes Full
Breakfast & Dinner (off regular full menu). Photos,
amenities & menu online. 603-421-6146
www.StonehurstManor.com

VERMONT

Spring Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in either
a studio efficiency at US $92.95 or a more spacious
one bedroom suite at US $102.95/ night, including a
deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI. Call toll free
877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette special. Not
valid with other discounts and subject to availability.
Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington,
Vit. Take Exit 13 off -89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5 miles, same
entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

ALSO FIND US ON montrealgazette.com/wheretostay

VERMONT

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont
starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast
served each morning Includes Manager’s Social with
Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings) Heated
Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking distance
to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the
Church Street Marketplace. Promotional rate may not
be available during select periods. Contact hotel for
more information Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

QUALITY INN

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD
or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which
includes 1 night stay with round trip transportation
to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $139.00
plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy. Additional
charge $10/person/night. Pet charge $20/pet/night.
These rates also include Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor
Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna, Fitness center, Free
wireless Internet and a Business center. Directions:
-89, Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not valid
on busy weekends. This promotion is available till
04/30/2014. Call 802-985-8037 or Toll Free:
855-547-2524 for reservation.

TRAVELODGE

Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates for
2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD Plus
Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night. Pet Charge

$10/pet/night. Rates based on availability and not valid
on busy weekends. Promotion valid till 04/30/2014. Call
802-862-6421 for reservations.

DAYS INN SHELBURNE

Our special off season rates are $135 for 2 nights or
$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly
remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.
Call directly to book this special offer to our Canadian
patrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxe
continental breakfast and free use of Shelburne
health and fitness club. There are a limited number of
rooms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 and
make a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close to
restaurants, shops and museums. Call 802-985-3334
or email dianna@daysinnshelburne.com

NEW JERSEY

KEY MOTEL/WILDWOOD

Large rooms with kitchenettes. Close to beach,
boardwalk, & amusement parks. Inground pooI BBAQ.
July and August special: 5 nights Sun-Fri $399.00
efficiency, 5 nights Sun-Fri $549.00 1 bdrm suite,

7 night special, Sat -Sat $599.00 efficiency $749. 00
1 bdrm suite. 609-522-8142 www.keymotel.net

ISLAND BREEZE MOTEL/NORTH

WILDWOOD

Directly in front of Morey’s Surfside Pier and Oasis
Waterpark, all standard rooms, newly remodeled,

in ground pool & kiddie pool, BBQ, free WIFI,
complimentary poolside pizza weekly, Unbeatable
location at an affordable price! 5 night SPECIAL Sun-Fri
$549.00+ tax, 7 night SPECIAL $799.00+ tax (sat-
sat,sun-sun) 609-522-2700 islandbreezemotel.net




