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The Godfrey Hotel in Chicago
a state-of-the art cubist tower

ROCHELLE LASH
SPECIAL TO THE MONTREAL GAZETTE

The new Godfrey Hotel Chicago is
a shining example of the boutique
hotel of today.

The first of its brand is making
its mark through eye-catching ar-
chitecture, striking interiors and
trendy new-age essentials such as
a hot rooftop scene, creative mix-
ology and high-tech features. It
also is luxurious, but with a fresh,
casual-chic style, not a stuffy, tra-
ditional air.

The Godfreyis an unusual cubist
tower of staggered blocks rising 16
storeys above avintage neighbour-
hood, a standout building even in
architecturally rich Chicago.

IF YOU GO

Air Canada flies non-stop to
Chicago from Montreal and
Toronto (aircanada.com).
Porter flies from Montreal to
Chicago with a change at Billy
Bishop Toronto City Airport.
Prices start at $208 one-way,
at certain times (flyporter.
com).

The Godfrey Hotel Chicago:
312-649-2000, godfreyho-
telchicago.com; 127 W. Huron
at LaSalle St., Chicago; rooms
start at $209 US per night, in-
cluding Wi-Fi, daily USA Today,
fitness centre.

The 10 Urban Roofscape:
daily breakfast, lunch, dinner,
late bites and brunch on Sat.-
Sun.

Tourism info: Chicago tour-
ism: choosechicago.com;
Museum of Contemporary Art
Chicago, mcachicago.org.

Its interior is a contrast to its
stark exterior. The lobby is all
about sensual curves, with an el-
liptical shape, circular sofas, a stun-
ning spiral light fixture and a large
rounded wall of glass. Detailed
mosaics on white stone walls and
honey-coloured wood floors com-
plete the ultracontemporary scene.

Thehotel has aboutique look and
feel, butishome to asubstantial 221
rooms, a small spa and one of Chi-
cago’s hottest lounge scenes. There
are three levels of rooms and suites,
alldecked outin whites and neutrals
with accents of dark wood, caramel
leather benches and pops of purple
sofas. Each room is well-equipped
with a wet bar, a sitting area and a
work station, plus posh I’Occitane
toiletries from France,a46-inch TV
and an iHome docking station.

One of The Godfrey’s high-tech
anglesisatouch-control systemin
the guest rooms for temperature
and lighting. As well, The Godfrey’s
lobbyis equipped with digital con-
cierge boards allowing patrons to
access online data about flights,
weather and local events. You can
access find tourism information on
your guest-room television.

The Godfrey is situated in the
heart of revitalized River North,
a former industrial area and red-
light district now repurposed into
a cultural agora of trendy lofts
and galleries. River North alsois a
foodie-feast of high-profile restau-
rants such as Tavernita, Kinmont,
GT Fish & Oyster, The Boarding
House, MK and Slurping Turtle. In
the populist category, also within
blocks of The Godfreyis the world’s
largest McDonald’s. And it’s only
six blocks to Michigan Avenue’s
Magnificent Mile of shopping and
another two to the John Hancock
Centre, Chicago’s towering black
metal and glass landmark.

The Godfrey has an art-intensive
visitors’ package that features a
90-minute tour of galleries on
Saturdays led by the Chicago
Gallery News, plus tickets to the
Museum of Contemporary Art
Chicago (MCA) for the important

‘Eat your way through
the city, in U.S. towns

Pizza tours offer visitors a
thick slice of the local culture

CARYN ROUSSEAU
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO In a city famous for its
deep-dish pizza, tourists wouldn’t
know the locals prefer a thinner-
crust, tavern-style pie topped with
homemade Italian sausage and cut
into squares, not slices — unless
they went on a pizza tour.

Chicago is one of a handful of
cities across the U.S., including
Boston, Milwaukee and New York,
with companies that offer tours of
the local pizza scene. Chicago Piz-
za Tours owner Jonathan Porter
takes his customers on a bus ride
around the city that includes four
stops over 314 hours to sample
deep-dish, the tavern-style popu-
larin Chicagoneighbourhoods and
other eclectic pizza variations.

“It’s just a different way to see
the city,” Porter said. “Eat your way
through the city. It was always de-
signed to get people off the beaten
path.”

Bonnie Burchett, 64, of Winston-
Salem, N.C., was on arecent week-
end vacation to Chicago with her
husband when they took the pizza
tour.

“I like that sausage,” she said
after taking a bite at Pizano’s, a
downtown pizzeria with a but-
tery crusted deep-dish pizza and
tavern-style that was the first stop
on the tour.

Elizabeth Goodwin, 33, of Co-
lumbus, Ohio, was also on a week-
end trip with her husband. They
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Aslice of pizza from Pequod'’s
in Chicago. cARYN ROUSSEAU/
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

were able to try Pizano’s, thin crust
at Coalfire west of downtown,
tavern-style with sauerkraut at
Flo and Santos on the city’s South
Side, and Pequod’s deep-dish on
the North Side.

“I’'ve always wanted to try Chi-
cago deep-dish pizza, it’s famous,”
Goodwin said. The couple took the
tour, she said, because “otherwise
we wouldn’t know where to go.”

There are 2,200 pizza restau-
rants in Chicago. Thin crust out-
sells deep-dish in Chicago even
though deep-dish was invented in
Chicago in the 1940s.

Miriam Weiskind, a tour guide
with Scott’s Pizza Tours in New
York, happened tobe on the recent
Chicago tour, wearing a T-shirt
with a picture of a slice of pizza.

She said she tries to focus on a
particular pizza’s ingredients and
explain to people on her tours
“whatgoesintoitsoatthe end they
understand why they like it.”
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retrospective, David Bowie Is.
The Bowie show’s only U.S. stop is
Chicago (it runs until Jan. 4) and
features a multimedia display of
the pop star’s accomplishments
in fashion, art, music, theatre and
film. The only other North Ameri-
can venue was in Toronto in 2013.

Roof-top scenes are the new
social centres and The Godfrey
is home to arguably the largest in

MONTREAL
GAZETTE

Check out to-
day’s Montreal
Gazette tablet
edition.

Superclubs Breezes Bella Costa 4%
Departure on November 4,11 & 18

town. The IO Urban Roofscape
(10 stands for indoor-outdoor)
transitions from light-filled lunch
and brunch to a sexy cocktail hour
and small-plate dinners, all with
the Chicago skyline as aback-drop.

Food and beverage director Mat-
thew McCabhill has gone trendy and
tasty with choices such as brunch
poutine with an egg atop, pitchers
of white sangria orlemonade-vodka

punch, truffle fries with Parmesan,
waygu steak sliders or asalad of avo-
cado and prawns. The prix-fixe sup-
per menu has several courses includ-
ing smoked-salmon flatbread, lamb,
hanger steak and braised pork belly.

10 also takes its Champagne seri-
ously, with Laurent-Perrier by the
glass, Krug by the bottle, magnums
of Perrier-Jouet or Dom Pérignon,
and Veuve Cliquot by the jeroboam.

your travel companion

Brisas Santa Lucia 3,5%
Departure on January 8,15 & 22

CUBA - CAYO COCO CUBA - CAYOLARGO CUBA - CAYOS DE VILLA CLARA
IBEROSTAR Daiquiri 4%
Departure on Nov. 30,Dec 5 & 7

Playa Blanca 3,5%
Departure on November 10 & 17
“ e

CUBA - HOLGUIN CUBA - VARADERO

Playa Pesquero 4,5%
Departure on Dec. 5,6,12 & 13

CONTACT Y AVEL AGENT OR V TMRHOLIDAYS.COM

Prices include: Flight, transfers, 7-night accommodation, meals, airport taxes, fuel

surcharge, GST and QST. Prices are per person based on double occupancy. Not included: c‘llbﬁvoyages
Client’s contribution to the Indemnity Fund amounting to $1 per $1,000 of travel services

purchased. Departure Tax of 25 CUC payable at the airport. Agency fees may apply.
Limited space. Departures from Montreal. Valid for new bookings until 2014/10/24.
Certain conditions apply. Consult the 2014 | 2015 TMR Holidays Sun brochure or the
www.tmrholidays.com for terms and conditions. ®TM Trademarks of AIR MILES International
Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc, and Transat Distribution Canada Inc. Club
Voyages is a division of Transat Distribution Canada Inc. QC Reg. #753141. Head office: 300 Léo-Pariseau, Suite 1601, Montreal, QC H2X 4B3.
TMR Holidays, located at 1180, Drummond street, #500, Montreal, QC H3G 281, holds a Quebec permit.

holidays

TMR HOLIDAYS
THE REFERENCE ON CUBA.!
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$799

ONE WEEK - ALL INCLUSIVE

Sol Cayo Santa Maria 3,5%

Departure on December 5

Ocean Varadero El Patriarca 4,5%
Departure on Dec. 2,5,9 & 12

%1459

Other departure dates available on request

clubvoyages.com

Eam AIR MILES® ?—/-;;
reward miles at Club Voyages. -




