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Shaw Festival: Two ways, two budgets
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ROCHELLE LASH

The curtain will rise next month
on the Shaw Festival, one of
Canada’s most prestigious the-
atre groups and the nucleus of
tourism in Niagara-on-the Lake.

The picturesque town 20 min-
utes from Niagara Falls is at the
top of its game during the nearly
eight-month Shaw season.

Niagara-on-the Lake is an
intimate, historic and walkable
community. In Old Town, Queen
St. comes alive with a quaint
buzz of cute shops and casual
bistros. The Niagara Parkway,
along the banks of the Niagara
River, is busy with cyclists and
strollers. And the harbour,
where the river meets Lake
Ontario, buzzes with watercraft
of all shapes and sizes, from
thrilling jet-boats to romantic
dinner cruise ships.

Shaw-time also sparkles with
wining at Niagara’s bounteous
vineyards and dining at the cor-
nucopia of farm-to-table restau-
rants, especially the 17 Signature
Kitchens. Virtually all of the 200
lodging establishments around
Niagara-on-the-Lake organize
packages, especially for theatre
tickets.

“The important thing is that
Shaw-goers can tailor visits
to every budget,” said Janice
Thomson, executive director of
the Niagara-on-the-Lake Cham-
ber of Commerce. “With more
affordable prices in early and
late season, theatre-goers can
stay longer to experience other
attractions.”

ON STAGE

The Shaw Festival encom-
passes a seven-month season
showcasing plays by George
Bernard Shaw and other illus-
trious playwrights that reflect
his spirit. The 2015 season will
feature approximately 725
performances in four theatres,
with audiences totalling about
250,000 people.

Here’s a sprinkling: The season
opener will be Peter and the
Starcatcher (a prequel to Peter
Pan, April 8 to Nov. 1) and other
hot tickets include Sweet Charity
(by Neil Simon, original staging
by Bob Fosse, April 17 to Oct. 31);
Pygmalion (by Shaw, May 31 to

e TR ——

A clock tower and a horse-drawn carriage are among the reasons Queen Street in Niagara-on-the-La
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as historic and charming. THE BACKROOM/TOURISM NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
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Harbour Housé ié one of the most posh hotels in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
It was named one of the best establishments in Eastern Canada by Condé
Nast Traveler. HARBOUR HOUSE/NIAGARA'S FINEST

Oct. 24); and The Divine, A Play
for Sarah Bernhardt (by Quebec-
born Michel Marc Bouchard,
with translation by Linda Gabo-
riau, July 5 to Oct. 11).

or a 2015 season’s pass before
April 30, there are savings, as
well. Plus, The Shaw has a full
program of affordable activities,
including popular backstage
tours.

On the lodging front, such
quaint, historic B&Bs as Merlot
House or Stewart House start
at about $145 for two people in
April.

The Moffat Inn is good value,
with such amenities as hair dry-
ers and free local calls. A member

THEATRE & THRIFT
Budget-conscious theatre-
lovers have options. The Shaw
Festival offers price breaks
for seniors, students and the
under-30 set, as well as lower-
priced performances on Sundays.
If you buy a Triple Play Pass

of Vintage Hotels, it is a quaint
stucco cottage with 24 pretty
rooms done in pastels and plaids.
Rooms start at $129 in April and
$179 in June, and the $16 fish’n’
chips is tops at the British-style
Coach & Horses Pub.

What to do for free — or
almost? Several vineyards,
including the Pillitteri Estates
Winery, run free tours with
tastings for as little as $2. And a
sweet treat at Maple Leaf Fudge
— perhaps cashew brittle or
icewine chocolate — won’t break
the bank.

Yes, there are free samples.

Culture abounds, and the price
isright. Gallery-hopping along
Queen St. is on the house and at
the RiverBrink Art Museum, $5
buys entrance to a fine Canadian
collection of the likes of Emily
Carr and the Group of Seven.

IN THE LOGES

If you are in the market for a
hotel splurge, consider Harbour
House, a member of the pres-
tigious Niagara’s Finest Hotels
and the one that was named one
of the best establishments in
Eastern Canada by Condé Nast
Traveler.

Filled with antiques and
fireplaces, this refined getaway
overlooks Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
impressive marina. Harbour
House’s 31 deeply comfy rooms
start at $209 in April and $266

IFYOU GO

Niagara-on-the-Lake is 670 kilome-
tres from Montreal, or about 130 km
from Toronto.

Tourism Niagara-on-the-Lake: 888-
619-5984, niagaraonthelake.com;
Ontario Tourism, live chats at: ontari-
otravel.net; Shaw Festival: 800-511-
7429, shawfest.com; RiverBrink Art
Museum: 905-262-4510, riverbrink.
org. Jackson Triggs Winery: 866-589-
4637, jacksontriggswinery.com.
Lodging: B&B Concierge, 866-805-
9188, bbstay.ca; Moffat Inn/Prince
of Wales Hotel/Vintage Hotels:
888-669-5566, vintage-hotels.com;
Harbour House/The Charles Hotel/
Niagara's Finest: 800-474-0632,
niagarasfinest.com.

in June and feature such luxu-
ries such as Egyptian cotton
sheets, Frette of Italy bathrobes,
pillow-top mattresses and Judith
Jackson toiletries, plus modern
amenities including iPod docks
and flat-screens. More perks are
included: A gourmet European-
style breakfast is served in The
Conservatory and an afternoon
wine and cheese reception —
Niagara wine and cheese, that is
— brings guests together in The
Library.

The formal Hob Knob at The
Charles Hotel, another of Niaga-
ra’s Finest Hotels, is dressed for
dining, with white tablecloths
and crystal stemware. The chef
goes country gourmet at noon
with shepherd’s pie and duck
confit. For dinner, the cuisine
is fancier, featuring pan-seared
scallops, foie gras, Lake Erie
pickerel and duck breast.

Tradition and refinement rule
many of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
pastimes. There are gifts galore
at The Shawp at the Festival
Theatre, which sells vintage
scripts, stationery, crafts, unique
theatre treasures and fine books
such as the Pictorial Webster’s
Dictionary or The Letters of Noél
Coward.

The landmark Prince of Wales
Hotel serves authentic English
tea in the splendour of an ornate
Victorian drawing room. You’ll
have a pot of masala chai, Earl
Grey or Darjeeling, with finger
sandwiches, pastries and scones
with Devonshire cream (from
$34 per person).

Pop culture rocks, too. Con-
certs at the Jackson Triggs
Amphitheatre Series features
such artists as the Sam Roberts
Band and Chantal Kreviazuk.
Tickets cost $45 to $85.
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314-981-2019

www.riversidetowerhotel.com
New York City, New York
Toll free 800-724-3136

..............................................

Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites
USD $149. - $169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes
to midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside
Drive & 80th Street. For more info,

call 800-724-3136 or visit
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

www.plattshurghbestvalueinn.com
19 Booth Drive, Plattshurgh, New York
&518-563-0222 Toll free 1-800-358-2137

..............................................

In wonderful Plattsburgh. Only $140 for

2 nights. Canadian cash. Up to 2 people,
additional pers. add $10 more per night. Free
continental breakfast. Located conveniently
off exit 37 on |-87. Some holidays, wknds &
spec. events do not apply. Up to 70% occ. daily.
Based on availability.

3229 Shelburne Road, Shelburne
802-985-3334

..............................................

Spend two nights at the Days Inn Shelburne,
2 person occupancy for $149.00 through
2015. Close to attractions, shopping and
restaurants. Free continental breakfast and
wifi. Call us directly if you would like a newly
remodeled room or any special requests. Take
189 to exit 13 and make a left. We are 3 miles
down on the left.

2572 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne
855-547-2524

..............................................

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD or 1 night for
$79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which includes 1 night stay with
round trip transportation to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking
for $139.00 plus Tax. Rates hased on double occupancy. Additional
charge $10/person/night. Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates
also include Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,
Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business center.
Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not valid on
busy weekends. This promotion s available till 4/30/2015.

Call 802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

1016 Shelburne Road, South Burlington
1-802-862-6421

..............................................

Close to downtown Burlington shopping
malls and outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot
Breakfast, High speed wireless internet and
pets welcome. Special rates for 2 nights
$129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD Plus
Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night.
Pet Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based on
availability and not valid on busy weekends.
Call 802-862-6421 for reservations

www.smartsuiteshurlington.com
1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

..............................................

Come and enjoy our hospitality in either a studio
efficiency at US $82.00 or a more spacious one
bedroom suite at US $92.00/night, including

a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Mention the Gazette special. Not valid with
other discounts and subject to availability.
Effective December 1, 2014 to April 1, 2015.
Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5 miles,
same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

www.greenmountainsuites.com
401 Dorset Street, South Burlington, Vermont
Toll-free reservations 866-337-1616

..............................................

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country

Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington starting at 119/

night weekdays Luxurious One-Bedroom Suite Includes
Vermont-style Hot Breakfast served each moring Includes
Fireside Reception with Beer, Wine and Food (M-Th.) Heated
Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking distance to
University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church
Street Marketplace Promotional rate may not be available
during select periods. Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616



