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M I D D L E B U R G ,  V A .   Virginia is home 
to more than 250 wineries, from 
the Blue Ridge Mountains to the 
Chesapeake Bay. The state’s Mid-
dleburg area, in Loudoun County, 
has two dozen wineries alone, and 
it’s so close to Washington that it 
calls itself “D.C.’s Wine Country.” 

Middleburg is about an hour’s 
drive from Washington, D.C., or 
about 39 kilometres from Wash-
ington Dulles International Air-
port — perfect for a day trip or long 
weekend. 

Just in time for fall, October is 
Virginia Wine Month with special 

events to take in autumn foliage 
and milder weather.

TA S T I N G S  A N D  T O U R S
Cana Vineyards and Winery of 

Middleburg is named after the 
town of Cana of Galilee where 
Jesus turned water into wine at 
a wedding feast. The winery of-
fers the best bang for your dollar 
with eight tastings for $10, US 
plus a souvenir glass. Here you 
could have a traditional Cabernet 
or merlot, but why not try their 
uniquely crisp and tart Blueberry 
Apple wine or Rhapsody in Red, a 
semi-sweet Pinot Noir. The winery 
— perched on a hill that overlooks 
the Bull Run Mountains — hosts 

live bands every Saturday and 
Sunday.

Cana celebrates its third an-
niversary on Sept. 19 with local 
vendors, food, live music, photo 
booths, face paintings and more.

Greenhill Winery and Vineyards 
dubs itself the boutique destina-
tion winery. There’s a historic 
stone house and outdoor seating 
on the 128-acre property, great 
for picnics and dog-friendly. A 
sampling of seven wines in the 
tasting room costs US$14. Grapes 
to Glass, a two-hour, private tour 
through the vineyard and barrel 
room with a wine tasting is US$35 
per person. Sales and marketing 
director Rebekah Pizana said first 

lady Michelle Obama has visited 
the winery and is a fan of Green-
hill’s 2013 and 2014 off-dry (mildly 
sweet) seyval blanc. The first lady’s 
office declined to comment.

AC C O M M O DAT I O N S
Luxury accommodations in the 

region include the Salamander 
Resort and Spa, opened by entre-
preneur Sheila C. Johnson, co-
founder of Black Entertainment 
Television, in summer 2013. Fa-
cilities include a cooking demon-
stration studio, wine bar, billiards 
room and a full-service equestrian 
centre with a riding arena. Bring 
your own horse or ride one of 
Salamander’s horses — you don’t 

need to be staying at the resort to 
book a trail ride.

Salamander’s spa includes a sa-
lon, fitness centre, steam room, 
heated stone lounge chairs and 
courtyard with a pool and private 
cabanas. Rooms at the resort start 
at US$425 during the peak months 
of April, May, June, September and 
October. Watch for specials, like a 
$149 US per night deal during Su-
per Bowl festivities.

For a more quaint stay, try the 
Red Fox Inn and Tavern. The 
inn — which opened in 1728 and 
is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places — has 15 guest 
rooms and the Middleburg House, 
a two-bedroom home. The inn is 
walking distance from many Mid-
dleburg businesses and shops on 
the main drag along Washington 
Street. The Martha Washington, 
an average-size room with a king 
bed and shower only, could run 
about US$245 during peak sea-
son. Its Tavern offers more than 
40 local wines and dishes includ-
ing peanut soup, fried chicken 
and crab cakes.

Deltone L. Moore was inspired 
to open his Popcorn Monkey shop 
by memories of eating popcorn 
while watching baseball games as 
a kid in the 1970s. The store has 
more than 20 varieties including 
caramel corn, green apple, banana, 
lemon, strawberry, blue cheese, 
Buffalo wing, dill and Old Bay. It’s 
open Wednesday through Sunday.

For a little history and culture, 
visit the National Sporting Library 
and Museum. The museum’s col-
lection includes paintings, sculp-
ture, works on paper and objects 
highlighting horsemanship and 
racing, shooting, fox-hunting, 
polo, coaching, fishing and wildlife. 
Current exhibits include photos by 
Colin Barker in Part of the Pack: 
The Hunt at Petworth and paint-
ings of horses in Beverley Sanford 
McConnell: Portraits in Poetry.

The Middleburg Film Festival 
from Oct. 22-25 will feature mov-
ie screenings plus question-and-
answer sessions with filmmakers 
and actors. The festival’s film slate 
typically ranges from Oscar nom-
inees to indies, foreign films and 
documentaries.

Virginia is for wine lovers
Two dozen wineries within an hour’s drive of Washington, D.C.

The patio at Greenhill Winery in Middleburg, Va., one of two dozen wineries in Loudoun County, located about an hour’s drive from Washington, D.C.   V I S -

I T  L O U D O N  V I A  T H E  A S S O C I AT E D  P R E S S

I F  Y O U  G O 

TOURISM: Loudoun County, 
visitloudoun.org; Virginia wine 
country: virginiawine.org
CANA VINEYARDS AND 
WINERY OF MIDDLEBURG: 
38600 John Mosby Hwy., 
Middleburg, Va., 703-348-
2458, canavineyards.com
GREENHILL WINERY AND 
VINEYARDS: 23595 Winery 
Lane, Middleburg, Va., 540-
687-6968, greenhillvineyards.
com
NATIONAL SPORTING 
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM: 102 
The Plains Rd., Middleburg, 
Va., 540-687-6542, national-
sporting.org
POPCORN MONKEY: 2½ E. 
Federal St., Middleburg, Va., 
540-687-6539,  
popcornmonkeyllc.com
THE MIDDLEBURG FILM 
FESTIVAL: Oct. 22-25, 
middleburgfilm.org

R O C H E L L E  L A S H
S P E C I A L  T O  M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E

The prestigious and historic Algon-
quin Resort in New Brunswick will 
hold a Christmas-themed culinary 
weekend called Holiday Rescue 
from Nov. 20 to 22.

The Algonquin Resort is a land-
mark overlooking a picturesque 
bay in St. Andrews by the Sea. The 
233-room, Tudor-style castle was 
closed for 18 months and reopened 
in 2014 following a $50-million 
renovation.

This is an establishment with a 
fine pedigree. Opened in 1889, it 
has been host to every Canadian 
prime minister since then, as well 
as almost every U.S. president, 
although Barack Obama hasn’t 
made it — yet. The guest register 
lists such royal visitors as Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana and 
showbiz stars from Diana Ross to 
Sylvester Stallone.

The Algonquin is still hot. In 2014 
it was ranked one of Canada’s Top 
10 hotels by Condé Nast Traveler 
and given a four-diamond award by 
the CAA for the second year.

The Algonquin is a complete 
resort, and then some. The Algon-
quin Golf Course opened in 1894 
and is home to the oldest club-
house in Canada. 

There’s a spa, a convention cen-
tre, an indoor pool with a water-
slide and a summertime outdoor 

pool and rooftop garden. Dining 
options include Braxton’s dining 
room, the Clubhouse, in-room din-
ing and the Algonquin’s “anyplace 
dining,” which allows guests to or-
der drinks or meals in any of the 
hotel’s public spaces, including at 
the fireside in the lobby.

The Algonquin’s Holiday Res-
cue is designed to be a one-stop 
shop for all things Christmas, with 
cooking and craft demonstrations, 
a holiday market and a session in 
wine pairing.

The two-night weekend will 
open with a reception on the night 
of Nov. 20 and will feature a feast 
on Nov. 21 prepared by David 
Garcelon, executive chef at the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New 
York City. 

The cooking demos will be 
orchestrated by Line Pelletier 
and Marida Mohammed, the 
2015 and 2014 runners-up in the  
MasterChef Canada competition.

Algonquin Resort serves up history

The Algonquin Resort in St. Andrews by the Sea, N.B., reopened last year 
following a $50-million renovation.   A L G O NQ U I N  R E S O RT

I F  Y O U  G O :

Algonquin Resort: 855-529-8693, 
506-529-8823, algonquinresort.com; 
St. Andrews by the Sea, N.B.

Holiday Rescue weekend, Nov. 20 
to 22. Activities and meals Friday eve-
ning to Sunday morning; $729 for two 
people for the two-night weekend, or 
about $180 per night p.p.

Regular autumn and winter rates 
start at $129 and include indoor pool, 
fitness centre, touring bikes, firepits, 
Wi-Fi and self-parking.

W ith the majority of the cruise ships soon arriving in Florida for the winter,
you’d think that there would be loads of unbelievable bargains – but
with higher than normal demand this year, finding the super deal on a

desirable sailing is harder. The good news is that we do have a few. One is aboard the
ms Oosterdam with the 10 day southern cruise departing on November 27. I love this
itinerary as it ports in their gorgeous private island in the Bahamas, as well as Turks and
Caicos, Dominican Republic, Bonaire, Curacao and Aruba. $2349 CAD per person
includes roundtrip Montreal air (you’ll fly to Fort Lauderdale on Nov 26), one night pre
cruise in a 4 star hotel, a $50 per person onboard credit and all taxes – and this is for
a high category balcony stateroom. Ask about insides/
outsides and special pricing on
suites too!

Another option is a 15 night (back to back) cruise
departing on November 22 aboard the ms Eurodam.
This means you get 2 days (always weather permitting)
in Half Moon Cay, plus Jamaica, Cayman Islands, Key
West, Dominica, USVI, St. Kitts and Puerto Rico.
Space is getting limited on this sailing, but high
category balcony staterooms, one night in Florida, a
$50 pp onboard credit, roundtrip Montreal air (f ly on
Nov 21) and all taxes is a deal at $2599 CAD pp.

Holland America has quite a menu of 7 to 21 day Caribbean itineraries that we can help you with.
CruisePlus is one of the world’s top producing agencies with them, has a large, knowledgeable, friendly and
non-commissioned team of consultants that really know their stuff !

There is a massive sale on through October 31, so now is a great time to book any cruise – whether the
Caribbean, Panama Canal, Mexico, Europe, South Pacific, Asia, Canada/New England, Transatlantics,
Alaska, or South America right up to world voyages and then our CruisePlus Rewards adds even better value.
Please also be sure and sign up for our email updates to get the first look at our special offers.

Dave Frinton
Co-Founder
& President
CruisePlus

Big Agency Deals…Small Agency Feel

1-800-854-9664
cruiseplus.ca.ca

New bookings only. Fares are per person in the currency noted, based on double occupancy, are capacity controlled,
subject to availability at the time of booking and may be withdrawn without notice. Optional supplier charges may apply
and are not included. Amenities, if offered, are based on double occupancy. CruisePlus Management Ltd. BPCPA #3325-0.

The Caribbean season

is almost upon us

The ms Eurodam in the Caribbean
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