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The annual paradé of the Richmond St.rPatrick's Society in the Eastern Townships, to be held March 20, is Quebec’s second largest and is renowned for
its horses. The parade will feature 200 participants and is expected to draw 8,000 spectators. rRICcHMOND ST. PATRICK’S SOCIETY
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FEELING IRISH? THESE PLACES
1YOU IN THE SPIRIT

WILL F

ROCHELLE LASH

They say that everyone is Irish
on March 17, so if you would like
to get into the spirit, these places
offer céad mile failte, a hundred
thousand welcomes.

TREMBLANT B&B

The Plumes et Glisse B&B is
a darling cottage tucked into
the woods, one kilometre from
Tremblant’s north side and also
less than 10 kilometres from the
entrance to Parc National du
Mont-Tremblant.

Woodsy on the outside, modern
on the inside, Plumes et Glisse has
such a peaceful setting that you’ll
never want to leave. Plump blue
jays and chickadees flutter around
the birdfeeders, among the snowy
birches and maple trees.

Jenny Pearson and Craig Millar,
both Irish-born, are warm and
well-loved hosts. No. 1 on Trip

Advisor with all respondents giv-
ing it an “excellent, five-star” rat-
ing, the B&B has four guest books
full of handwritten thank-you
notes from guests hailing from
Montreal to Madagascar, in Eng-
lish, French, Mandarin, Japanese,
German, Russian and Italian.

Pearson is a chef trained at Le
Cordon Bleu in London, England,
so the cuisine is delish and you
are invited to bring-your-own-
bottle. Highlights here — one of
the best breakfasts anywhere —
include ricotta-lemon pancakes,
baked clafoutis heaped with ber-
ries, apple scones, Irish steel-cut
oats with a splash of Bailey’s Irish
Cream, or poufy omelettes with
fresh eggs that Pearson gathers
herself at a nearby farm.

She is originally from Donegal,
so when she serves dinner, the
gourmet repertoire includes con-
temporary Celtic accents such as
maple-Guinness glazed salmon;
herb-crusted rack of lamb with
“champ” potatoes mashed with
hot cream and scallions; and Irish
brown bread ice cream.

On the French-Quebec side,
Pearson is known for duck breast
with blueberries and cassis from

Ste-Sophie, and Charlevoix veal,
with desserts such as maple
creme brilée and a refreshing
spiced granité infused with red
wine from St-Eustache.

EASTERN TOWNSHIPS

Pearson referred me to her
compatriot Eddie O’Gorman
who, with his wife, Lynda Gauth-
ier, from Baie Comeau, owns Gite
McCallum in the picturesque
village of Danville in the Eastern
Townships.

Danville is popular in summer
for family reunions, quiet coun-
try weekends, cycling along La
Route Verte and heritage tours,
especially anglo-Quebec and
American Loyalist heritage. In
autumn, the Symposium des Arts
de Danville is the main cultural
event, and L’Etang Burbank is a
regular annual stop for 100,000
migrating snow geese.

Gite McCallum serves break-
fast, but there is wonderful din-
ing in Danville. Café de Village
specializes in local ingredients in
its restaurant and sells regional
produce at a farmers’ market
(manteducarre.com). Many
gourmets visit Danville simply

to dine at Le Temps des Cerises,
which serves fine French-Quebec
cuisine (cerises.com).

McCallum was the name of the
Scottish immigrants who built
the house more than 100 years

ago. So, what’s Irish here? I asked.

“There is me,” said O’Gorman,
a former BBC journalist who
has lived in Belfast and Dublin,
and whose parents were from
Tipperary and Kilkenny. “I bake
my own wheaten bread using my
mother’s recipe from Ireland,
and I can give you a pint of Guin-
ness.”

In addition, Gite McCallum’s
three homespun guest rooms
are named Connemara, Donegal,
and Wicklow, and decorated with
posters and photographs of the
countryside of the Emerald Isle.
But, the really dynamic Irish-
inspired action is in Richmond,
18 kilometres away.

The venerable Richmond St.
Patrick’s Society, founded in 1877,
will present Quebec’s second-
largest parade (after that of
Montreal) on March 20, boast-
ing about 8,000 spectators, 200
participants and lots of carriage
and saddle horses.

TRAVEL

IFYOU GO

Plumes et Glisse B&B:
819-688-3444,
www.plumesetglisse.com,
Lac-Supérieur (Tremblant
North); $149 for two, per
night, including gourmet
breakfast. One night with
breakfast and dinner, $259 for
two. It's B.Y.0.B. Discounts for
multiple nights. Saturday re-
quires a two-night minimum.
Packages available with Spa
Scandinave, skiing or golf.
Gite McCallum: 819-839-
1118, gitemccallumdanville;
Danville; $110-$125 for two,
including breakfast. Rich-
mond St. Patrick’s Society,
819-826-2535, richmondst-
pats.org. Danville: danville.ca.
Ottawa Tourism: 800-363-
4465, Ottawatourism.ca,
lodging at 888-688-2928.
St. Patrick’s Party by Beau's,
March 19: 866-585-2337,
stpatricksparty.ca; $29
includes one beer and Ottawa
city bus transport, 9 a.m. to
midnight. It's $5 for party-
goers under 19 and free for
infants.

Julie O’Donnell, first vice-pres-
ident of the Society, reports that a
month of festivities will wind up
March 27 with a bountiful break-
fast at the Richmond Legion.

OTTAWA WEARS
THE GREEN

The Irish Society of the Nation-
al Capital Region will present its
annual Irish Festival until March
18, which includes an Irish Night
at the Ottawa Senators game on
March 17.

Ottawa Tourism offers Hockey
Night in the Capital packages
with hotels in various ranges,
such as the classic Fairmont Cha-
teau Laurier, the child-friendly
Novotel, the stylish and contem-
porary Delta and Arc hotels, and
one of the closest to the Canadian
Tire Centre in Kanata, the deluxe
Brookstreet Hotel.

Ottawa’s 34th annual St.
Patrick’s Parade will happen on
March 19 and Beau’s All Natural
Brewing Company of Van Kleek
Hill, Ont., will host an all-day,
family-friendly party, noon to 9
p-m. About 2,000 revellers will
rock the historic Aberdeen Pavil-
ion in Lansdowne Park for hearty
Irish food, organic craft beer on
tap, Irish dance lessons and per-
formances by Delhi 2 Dublin and
the Celkilts.

Beau’s chef Bruce Wood will
cook up lamb stew strudel in
rosemary-spiked dough, shep-
herd’s pie croquettes with beer-
infused gravy, or the St. Pat’s
muffeletta, a sandwich of corned
beef, cabbage and cheddar with
scallion aioli, on soda bread.
rochelle@rochellelash.com
twitter.com/rochellelash
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www.greenmountainsuites.com

www.plattsburghbestvalueinn.com

401 Dorset Street, South Burlington, Vermont
Toll-free reservations 866-337-1616

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn
Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont starting at $119/night weekdays. Luxurious
One-Bedroom Suite includes Fireside Breakfast served each morning Includes
Fireside Reception with Beer, Wine and Dinner weekdays Heated Indoor Pool/
Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking distance to University Mall and close to Lake
Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be
available during select periods. Contact hotel for more information.

19 Booth Drive, Plattshurgh, New York
518-563-0222
Toll free 1-800-358-2137

In wonderful Plattsburgh. Only $70 CDN (tax incl.) per room per night.
Canadian cash. Up to 2 people, additional pers. add $10 more per
night. Free continental breakfast. Located conveniently off exit 37
on |-87. Some holidays, wknds & spec. events do not apply. Up to

70% occ. daily. Based on availability.

PLEASE (ALL
314-981-2219

www.smartsuiteshurlington.com
1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality in either a studio efficiency
at US $92.00 or a more spacious one bedroom suite at US
$112.00/night, including a deluxe continental breakfast and
free WIFI. Mention the Gazette special. Not valid with other
discounts and subject to availability. Winter Special Studio
efficiency rate US$80 and one bedroom suite rate US$90

2572 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne
855-547-2524

Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and outlets.  Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for §149.99 USD or 1 night for $79.99 plus
Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed wireless Tax. Park & Fly rate which includes 1 night stay with round trip transportation
internet and pets welcome. Special rates for 2 nights toBTVairport and up to 21 days parking for §119.00 plus Tax. Rates hased

$129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD Plus Tax. Additional ~ O double occupancy. Additional charge $10/person/night. Pet charge $20/

. . pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool,
$1 DbUSdeer periog_/lptlght. dPEt tChalr_ge $1bo /pet/ mgkh L (Ij%ates Hot Tub, Sauna, Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business center.
| ased on availabiiity and not vaiid on busy weexenas. Directions: -89, Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not valid on busy
November 1/15 - May 1/16. Take Exit 13 off I-89, lefton rt. $129.00 for park & Fly. weskends. This promotion is available till 4/30/2015.

7 for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express. Call 802-862-6421 for reservations Call 802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.
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www.nerheach.com
1-877-646-2636 vacations@nerheach.com
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Kick off Maine’s 2016 season with a free night! Relaxing
motel property conveniently located between picturesque
villages of Ogunquit and Kennebunkport. Clean,
comfortable rooms and efficiencies. Beautiful gardens,
outdoor pool, BBQ and picnic area. Scenic 1/2 mile walk to
beautiful Moody Beach. Mention this ad, or use online code
‘Gazette’ and when you book 2 nights, stay the 3rd free!
Offer valid for reservations between April 15-May 19, 2016.



