
The Burrard Hotel in Vancouver 
is as much of a 1950s classic as a 
T-Bird or The Fonz.

Originally opened 60 years 
ago as the Burrard Motor Inn, it 
has been overhauled and trans-
formed into a modern few-frills 
boutique hotel. But the adorable 
mid-century vibe lives on.

You can’t miss the colourful, 
curvy neon sign on busy Bur-
rard Street. And in the lobby, two 
turquoise moulded plastic Eames 
chairs — also icons of the 1950s — 
make a design statement. 

Many of the online book-
ing sites rate The Burrard as a 
three- to three-and-a-half-star 
establishment, so don’t expect 
anything fancy, but it has a lot of 
character and it is good value. A 
visit includes in-room Nespresso, 
bottled water in the mini-fridge 
and free calls throughout North 
America.

It also is centrally located near 
many happening neighbour-
hoods: super-stylish Yaletown, 
gay-centric Davie Village and 
posh Granville Street.
Retro look: The decor in the 72 
rooms reflects a simpler time. 
Imagine a compact motel-type 
room, but on an upper floor. The 
look is retro, with crisp black and 
white decor — white walls, black 
leather headboards and a curvy 
white Eames chair in each room.

The hotel was totally over-
hauled five years ago, so beds, 
carpets, walls, lighting and 
bathrooms all are relatively new 
and all of the 72 rooms have 
mini-fridges, flat-screen TVs and 
individual heat and AC.

The Burrard doesn’t take itself 
too seriously, which is part of 
the fun. The most amusing art 
detail is the series of prints by 
photographer Dina Goldstein. 
Each room sports an image from 
a series of stylized photos of such 
heroines as Cinderella, Snow 
White and Sleeping Beauty.

The lobby displays other amus-
ing Goldstein works, some with a 

gay tickle. From her series called 
In the Dollhouse, a print por-
trays Barbie and Ken, with Ken 
showing off fuchsia high heels. 
Another image shows Barbie and 
Ken both sleeping — she’s dream-
ing of a hunky G.I. Joe, and he’s 
dreaming of the same hunky  
G.I. Joe, but this time shirtless.
The courtyard: The Burrard is 
built around a beautifully land-
scaped courtyard, so the rooms 
overlook gardens of azaleas and 
ferns and an intriguing copse 
of palms, cypress and Japanese 
maples.

Crazy, I know, because it was 
Canada in March, but the court-
yard actually has a Florida look 
to it, with white stucco walls and 
outdoor corridors overlooking 
semi-tropical foliage.
Food & drink: Local roaster Ely-
sian Coffee is a tiny café off The 
Burrard’s lobby. It’s strictly for 
breakfast or light lunches of baked 

goods like cranberry scones, plus 
lattes and espresso, nine types of 
tea including African rooibos, Earl 
Grey and jasmine. Elysian has 
wine and beer, too.

A branch of Burgoo will open in 
the building in 2017, for comfort 
dishes like Irish stew, ratatouille, 
mac n’ cheese and corn soup, 
creative sandwiches like lamb 
chimichurri or spicy ham, craft 
wine and beer, a kids’ menu, and 
possibly jazz nights.
Cycling: Vancouver is a bike-
friendly city, and The Burrard 
lends cruiser-type bikes. The ho-
tel is adjacent to a bike route that 
stretches along Helmcken Street, 
down to Stanley Park and along a 
more than 20-kilometre seawall 
route that circles the park. You 
can continue along False Creek 
and then west to the University 
of British Columbia. To take it 
farther, you can cross the Burrard 
Street or Lion’s Gate Bridges, 
heading for new territory.

Events: Vancouver is popping with 
cultural events, including DOXA 
Documentary Film Festival, May 
5-15; Revolver Theatre Festival, 
May 20-31; Art! Vancouver, May 
26-29; Bard on the Beach Shake-
speare Festival, June 3-Sept. 24; 
Centre Culturel Francophone de 
Vancouver, June 4-Sept. 27; and 

Vancouver International Jazz 
Festival, June 24-July 3.

Kids will love the Vancouver 
International Children’s Festival, 
May 30-June 5; and athletes are 
gearing up for the Vancouver 
Dragon Boat Festival, June 17-19; 
and the Scotiabank Vancouver 
Half-Marathon & 5K, June 26.

C H E C K I N G  I N

The Burrard in 
Vancouver channels 
a 1950s retro vibe

The Burrard Hotel in Vancouver has a retro look with plenty of modern conveniences.  P H O T O S :  M A RT I N  T E S S L E R

Burrard guests can relax in the beautifully landscaped courtyard that  
has a Florida vibe with stucco walls and plenty of foliage. 

R O C H E L L E  L A S H

I F  Y O U  G O

The Burrard Hotel: 800-
663-0366, 604-681-2331, 
theburrard.com; 1100  
Burrard St., Vancouver
Price: Four room types: 
queen, queen plus, double-
double and king. Rates 
approximately $109-$309, 
November-April; or $179-
$459 May-October, including 
bicycles, Wi-Fi, iPod docks, 
mini-fridge, bottled water, 
in-room Nespresso, free North 
America calls, printing/faxing, 
courtyard lounge. Kids under 
12 stay for free. The Burrard 
has a best-price policy. 
Extra: Parking, $28; extra 
adult, $30; cribs, $15; cots 
$30; pets, $25 including  
doggie perks.
Information: Tourism 
Vancouver: 604-682-2222, 
tourismvancouver.com; 
Destination British Columbia: 
hellobc.com.
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WAKEFIELD MILL HOTEL & SPA
www.wakefieldmill.com

60 Mill Road, Wakefield, QC | Toll-free 888-567-1838
Enjoy your Spring getaway minutes from Ottawa in picturesque

Wakefield. Our award winning, LEED® certified hotel is the perfect
choice for you and someone special. Relax in our full service spa,

outdoor hot tubs or sample the renowned cuisine of Muse Restaurant
beside the cascading MacLaren Falls. Energizing Gatineau Park hiking
trails are mere steps away. Our website lists a full range of romantic

getaways, spa packages, fine dining menus, yoga classes, gift
certificates and local activities.

FREEPORTUSA
23 Depot St. / PO Box 452

Freeport, ME 04032 | 207-865-1212
Perfectly situated where Greater Portland meets Midcoast Maine,

our beautiful coastal village is the perfect hub, bustling with
shopping, dining and attractions for you and your family to enjoy.

Whatever your style, budget or taste,

you’ll find a place to stay in Freeport that’s just right.

QUEBEC MAINE

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
www.greenmountainsuites.com

401 Dorset Street, South Burlington, Vermont
Toll-free reservations 866-337-1616

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn Escape to
beautiful Burlington, Vermont starting at $119/night weekdays and $129/
nt. weekends Luxurious One-Bedroom Suite includes Fireside Breakfast
served each morning Includes Fireside Reception with Beer, Wine and

Dinner weekdays Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility. Walking
distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church
Street Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available during select

periods. Contact hotel for more information
Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
www.plattsburghbestvalueinn.com

19 Booth Drive, Plattsburgh, New York
518-563-0222

Toll free 1-800-358-2137
In wonderful Plattsburgh. Special $140 for 2 nights, taxes incl.
Canadian cash. Up to 2 people, additional pers. add $10 more

per night. Free continental breakfast. Located conveniently off
exit 37 on I-87. Some holidays, wknds & spec. events do

not apply. Up to 70% occ. daily. Based on availability.

Come and enjoy our hospitality in either a studio efficiency
at US $82.00 or a more spacious one bedroom suite at US
$92.00/ night including a deluxe continental breakfast and

free WIFI. Mention the Gazette special. Not valid with
other discounts and always subject to availability.

Rates in effect until April 1st, 2017. Take Exit 13 off I-89,
left on Rt 7 (Shelburne Rd) for 1.5 miles.
Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

SMART SUITES
www.smartsuitesburlington.com

1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800
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