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Sleek OT
debuts

ROCHELLE LASH
Checking In

The exciting new OTL opened
in September, representing the
cool, next generation of the Que-
bec group Hétels Gouverneurs.

The 126-room hotel has daz-
zling interiors, a salt-water
indoor pool and Boefish, an
upscale steak-and-fish house
and a sexy bar that has rocked
Sherbrooke with its energy. The
Paus spa, a sanctuary of baths
and beauty treatments with
spectacular rooftop installations,
will open in a few months.

The new OTL is the perfect get-
away for Sherbrooke, a city that is
well worth a visit for snow sports,
cycling and the excellent Musée
des beaux-arts de Sherbrooke.
OTL brand: Sherbrooke is the
first location of the exciting
OTL brand, and the second will
open this year in Saguenay/
Chicoutimi. In contrast to the
mostly three-star Hotels Gou-
verneurs, OTL is sharply mod-
ern and decidedly upscale. The
Sherbrooke branch hopes to be
awarded four stars “superior”
within a few months.

The prestigious firm Neuf
Architectes de Montréal cre-
ated a pure and pristine glass
and white palette accented with
shimmering panels of falling
water. The lobby is sleek and
design-centric, with furniture
in linen and leather and lit by
elegant spheres of crystal chan-
deliers. Plus, top materials stand
out — slate around the fireplace,
natural walnut and oak wood-
work and white porcelain floors.

OTL’s signature bedding is
labelled Moie, a French play on
words. (Moi means “me” and
oie means “goose.”) The Sim-
mons mattress is custom-made
and guests can wrap themselves
around a body pillow.

Among the deluxe accents are
rain showers in all the rooms
and jet showers in the fifth-floor
Premium rooms.

Technology: “OTL is spanking
new, so it’s plugged in,” said
general manager Patrick La-
gueux. “We’ll even have mecha-
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IF YOU GO

Sherbrooke is a one-hour,

45-minute drive from Montreal.
OTL Gouverneur Sherbrooke:

819-780-8800, 888-910-1111;
3131 Rue King W., Sherbrooke.
Price: Rates fluctuate. Supe-
rior and Premium (fifth floor)
rooms, $179-$209 for two.
The suite with two bathrooms,
living room and meeting room,
$354. Premium rooms have
body-jet showers, free calls in
North America, access to spa
rooftop, lounge and baths.
Rates include full breakfast,

Wi-Fi, in-room Nespresso, bath-

robes, indoor pool/whirlpools,
24-hour fitness centre, com-
puters/printer, microwave on
every floor; washer-dryer avail-
able. If you book directly, perks
include a 3 p.m. checkout, if
available. Two children, five
and under, stay for free. Extra:
babysitting, cribs, spa access
for non-Premium rooms.
Boefish restaurant-bar: 819-
780-1444, boefish.ca; drinks
and dinner daily from 4 p.m.
and D.J. Thurs.-Sat.

Bureau d’information
touristique de Sherbrooke:
785 King St. W., 819-821-1919,
destinationsherbrooke.com;
Eastern Townships: 800-355-
5755, easterntownships.org.

nized wine dispensers. You only
have to choose and your glass of
chardonnay or cabernet will be
charged to your room.”

The communal workstation in
the lobby has four impressive,
27-inch iMac computers and a
printer. And if you bring your
own laptop, the front desk can
supply HDMI cables for syncing
to the 50-inch smart TV.

Each room has multiple charg-
ing outlets and an iPad where
guests can peruse hotel services,
stream radio, read newspapers
and do an express checkout.

The gym is a state-of-the art
space. There are TVs, sure, but
the Matrix cardio machines

TRAVEL

The f|rst of the new OTL Gouverneur brand has a dazzling interior decor
and deluxe guest rooms. 0TL GOUVERNEUR SHERBROOKE

have screens with virtual visits
through New Zealand hiking
trails and the Hollywood Hills
in Los Angeles. And the weight
and stretching equipment have
QR codes that you can scan to
link up to instructional videos on
YouTube.

Drinks, dinner: Boefish combines
ahot bar scene and a glamorous
steak-and-seafood house with
all the trimmings, including a
communal chef’s table, high-top
perches and romantic red velvet
wing chairs.

A DJ spins tunes on Thurs-
days, Fridays and Saturdays and
during my visit, DJ T-Row (a.k.a.
Chawki Amal) made magic with
upbeat lounge music. A wall of

premium spirits and a tower of
wine provide liquid inspiration,
and the cocktail menu features
such heady libations as the Pulp
Fiction with cognac and the
Trone de Fer (Games of Thrones)
with whisky.

But it’s the cuisine that has star
power. Alain Campeau, direc-
tor of operations for the Boefish
brand, explains: “Everyone says
quality is the priority, but we
actually do it. The steak and
fish are never frozen, because
we carefully manage what we
buy — all fresh sushi-grade tuna,
salmon and shellfish for the raw
bar, sashimi, ceviche and tar-
tares.”

Some of the most tantalizing

starters are crab cakes (with lots
of crab), grilled octopus and a
show-stopping cocktail of giant
shrimp (6/8 size).

If you love beef, you’ll be
entranced by the voluptuous
steaks dry-aging in a display
fridge. Boefish’s food and
beverage manager, Alexan-
dre Lacombe, pointed out
the 12-ounce USDA sirloin, a
luscious 18-ounce rib, and the
super-size 40-ounce tomahawk
for two, which is dry-aged for 45
days. Pedigree counts here, so
the meat is either USDA, AAA or
certified Angus and the kitchen
has a unique-in-Quebec broiler
that sears the steaks at ultra-high
temperatures.

The neighbourhood: Sherbrooke
has an urban nature theme,
which makes it a fun and active
visit year-round. OTL is on the
town’s main commerecial strip,
King St. W., which is all about
cars, but you can get an infusion
of green on the nearby in-town
cycling path along Riviere Magog
and Lac des Nations.

And the mini-mountain of
Parc du Mont Bellevue, vis-
ible from almost everywhere
in town, has 30 kilometres of
hiking trails and mountain bik-
ing, and in winter, fat-biking and
snowshoeing, plus downhill on a
modest vertical drop of about 80
metres.

Rochelle@rochellelash.com
Twitter.com rochellelash
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Reg # 2160711

We manage the details
so you can enjoy the destination

Senior Discovery Tours takes care of every detail, so all you have to do is enjoy the
world. Unlike many tour operators, we include everything: flights, airport transfers,
excursions, accommodations, most meals, tipping, taxes, and travel insurance.
We'll even pick you up and drop you off in most Canadian cities. Call us today.

CHINA
21 Days e Departs May 13

Deluxe tour to Beijing, Shanghai, Hangzhou, Hong
Kong and a 4-day Yangtze River Cruise through the
spectacular 3 Gorges. Air Canada flights, DeLuxe
hotels, breakfast, lunch and dinner daily
(except 2 dinners and 1 lunch).

$8187 p.p. double

Reg#2160711 Prices exclude FICAV contribution $1.00/$1,000.00
1.800.268.3492 PROUDLY CANADIAN *FOR 40 YEARS SeniorDiscoveryTours.ca

_ Senior
Biscovery
tours

Travel made easy
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WHERE

oS TAY

10 ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL
314-981-2219

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES

HOTEL

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont Luxurious One-Bedroom King Suite
starting at $119 weekdays and $139 weekends Includes Fireside Breakfast each morning & Fireside Reception with Beer, Wine and Dinner
(M-TR) Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church
Street Marketplace Promotional rate may not be available during select periods. Contact hotel for more information

Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

SMART SUITES
www.smartsuiteshurlington.com
1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality. Spring/Summer special: Studio Efficiency at US $110/night or a one bedroom suite at US $120/night
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI. Mention The Gazette special. Not valid with any other discounts and may not be
available on certain week-ends. Rates effective May 1, 2017 to the end of October 2017. Take Exit 13 off |-89, left on Rt 7/Shelburne Rd. for

1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.



