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New contemporary hotel steps away
from museums, concert venues

ROCHELLE LASH

The new Kimpton Saint George
Hotel is a supremely comfortable
boutique getaway in the busy
metropolis of Toronto.

It’s both part of the action and
apleasant escape in the Bloor
St. neighbourhood called The
Annex. This is a leafy, mostly
residential area known for the
University of Toronto and also as
the former home of the Duchess
of Sussex Meghan Markle when
she was shooting the TV show
Suits.

The experience: I arrived at
Kimpton Saint George tired,
chilled and hungry, and I was
cured immediately. I rested on
downy pillows and Italian sheets
by Frette in my guest room. Then
I perked up at the Kimpton’s 5
p-m. wine hour, with a lightly
spiced Cab Merlot from Pillitteri
Estates Winery in Niagara-on-
the-Lake. Soon, I was feasting on
comfort food at The Fortunate
Fox, just off the lobby.

The Kimpton Saint George is
the first of its brand in Toronto.
The hotel is purely boutique that
is friendly, helpful and inviting.
The guest rooms have cards that
offer courtesy amenities (“Forgot
it? We’ve got it”), such as tooth-
paste or cellphone chargers. And
the concierge texted me periodi-
cally to see if I needed anything.

Lifestyle means alot, so the
Kimpton Saint George provides
yoga mats in every room and
loans bicycles.

The look: If you know the area,
the Kimpton Saint George is a
complete overhaul of the former
Holiday Inn Toronto Bloor Yor-
kville. It has 188 rooms, including
21 suites of various sizes, plus
ameeting space and a fitness
room.

The interiors by Mason Studio

IF YOU GO

Kimpton Saint George
Contact: 888-563-2004,
416-968-0010, kimptonsaint-
george.com

Address: 280 Bloor St. W., To-
ronto. InterContinental Hotels
Group (IHG) rewards apply.
Rates: Rates fluctuate, start-
ing at $299 in lowest seasons
(currently starting around
$379), including 5 p.m. wine
hour, morning coffee/tea,
fitness centre, yoga mat, bi-
cycles. Wi-Fiincluded for IHG
members (guests can enrol
on the spot).

The Fortunate Fox
Contact: 416-972-6559,
thefortunatefox.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. from 6 a.m.
to late night; Sat.-Sun. from
8a.m.

Toronto info: 800-499-2514,
416-203-2500, seetoron-
tonow.com; Ontario Tourism
live chats at: ontariotravel.
net.

of Toronto are simple with a
relaxed, residential feeling. The
intimate lobby “living room”
has a fireplace, flannel sofas and
windows opening onto Bloor St.,
and it really is like a chic home
with art books and collectibles.
Mason added clever design ele-
ments such as wooden archways
to warm up the public spaces and
to reflect the neighbourhood’s
Victorian roots.

Throughout the hotel, subtle,
deep colours like teal blue, cin-
namon, toffee and moss green
create a soothing, sophisticated
ambience. Linen walls, sisal rugs
and rattan armoires add a home-

The new Kimpton Saint George recently opened in The Annex district of Toronto, in a space formerly occupied by
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the Holiday Inn Toronto Bloor Yorkville. PHOTOS: NAOMI FINLAY FOR KIMPTON SAINT GEORGE

spun nod to nature. The artwork
— contemporary prints, water-
colours and ceramics — is mostly
by Canadian artists, including
muralist Tisha Myles.

There’s a lightly retro Mid-
Century look to the curved
armchairs and round lamps, and
the suites (not the rooms) have
turntables with vinyl by Canadi-
an artists — I spotted LPs by the
Tragically Hip, The Weeknd and
Leonard Cohen.

Food: The Fortunate Fox calls
itself a gastro-pub, which means
that it delivers hefty portions of
good casual food, plus craft beer
and cocktails.

The Fox has several TVs tuned
to sports as well as games for cus-
tomers to play. On Mondays, it’s
bingo, plus $5 bourbon and $10
burgers; Tuesdays focus on darts,
with $5 beer and $10-per-pound
wings, and so on, with music or
trivia every night, winding up on
Sundays with karaoke, prime rib
and half-price wine.

The Fortunate Fox’s cooking
creativity starts at breakfast with
short rib hash, blueberry French
toast or the croque-madame,
afusion of smoked ham, beer
cheddar, egg and potato.

The day-to-evening menu fea-
tures mac ‘n’ cheese, chicken pot
pie, chicken curry, braised short
ribs and six kinds of wings — try
the buffalo-butter or four-alarm.
There are light touches such
as the Cobb salad, tuna tartare
and the portobello mushroom
burger.

The Fortunate Fox has another,
more epicurean, facet, but notin
the pub. It catered the Kimpton’s
swish opening party with unique
drinks and beautiful bites such as
lobster rolls and grilled octopus.
The neighbourhood: The Annex, a
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The Kimpton Saint George is a boutique hotel with a residential feel.

bohemian area known for its dis-
tinctive Victorian brick houses
and a lively fraternity scene, is
gentrifying apace.

The area still reflects historic
charm with its vintage architec-
ture, but indie boutiques and
bistros are popping up along
Bloor Street west of Yorkville’s
Mink Mile.

The Annex is home to (or near)
some of Toronto’s most illustrious
cultural venues, including the Hot
Docs Ted Rogers Cinema, Casa
Loma, University of Toronto,
the Tarragon Theatre, the Dance
Cave (Lee’s Palace), the Bata Shoe
Museum, the Gardiner Museum,
the Royal Conservatory of Music
and the Royal Ontario Museum.
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GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES

HOTEL

GREEN MOUNTAIN

VISIT FREEPORT

visitfreeport.com 207-865-1212
Visit us at the Freeport, Maine Train &

Information Center

GLEN HOUSE RESORT

www.glenhouseresort.com

409, 1000 Islands Parkway,
Lansdowne, Ontario

1-800-268-4536

SUITES HOTEL
401 Dorset St, South Burlington, VT 05403, USA
www.greenmountainsuites.com

Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont and Experience
all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn.
Luxurious One-Bedroom King Suite starting at $119
weekdays and $139 weekends. Includes Fireside
Breakfast served each morning & Fireside Reception
with Beer, Wine and Dinner (M-TR). Heated Indoor Pool/
Jacuzzi & Exercise facility. Walking distance to University
Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church Street
Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available
during select periods. Inventory for this promotional rate
is limited. Please contact hotel for more information.
Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

SMART SUITES

www.smartsuiteshurlington.com
1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality. FALL/WINTER SPECIAL:
NEW RATES: Studio $85.00US/night or a one bedroom
suite at $95/00US including a deluxe continental breakfast
and free WIFI. Mention The Gazette special. Not valid with
any other discounts and may not be available on certain
week-ends. Rates effective November 1,2018 - May 1,
2019. Take Exit 13 off -89, left on Rt 7/Shelburne Rd.
for 1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

23 Depot St. Freeport, Maine 04032 USA

Experience why we're New England’s favorite shopping
destination. Located on the shores of Casco Bay, Freeport is
world-famous for our hundreds of brand-name outlets and
local boutiques housed in charming brick buildings, some
dating back as far as the 18th century. In addition to world-
class shopping, Freeport offers delectable local cuisine,
four-star lodging and a diverse assortment of enjoyable
activities for all ages and interests. Rich in history, nature
and the arts, you'll come to shop and stay to play.
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Visit The Glen House Resort — Smuggler's Glen Golf

Course in the heart of the 1000 Islands and choose from

one of our many Stay and Play or Romance Packages,

starting at $167 per person based on double occupancy

(+ tax and service). Enjoy our 18 hole championship

golf course, onsite spa, casual fine dining, lounge, local

Theatre, Boat Cruises and Casino

LEDGE ROCK AT WHITEFACE MOUNTAIN

5078 NYS ROUTE 86
WILMINGTON, NY 12997
WWW.LEDGEROCKATWHITEFACE.COM
Unforgettable and unparalleled views from your balcony and as close as you can get to the majestic Whiteface Olympic
Mountain - a view you cannot find in Lake Placid. Bring your camera or drone! Our Adirondack Great Room is perfect
for your large function or gathering. Firepits and barbecue grills available for guests use. World class fly-fishing within
walking distance. Hospitality that will make you feel right at home.

FOR RATES AND RESERVATIONS
CALLTOLL FREE 833 -4 - ROGERS



