
The Jaffa Hotel is an exquisite fu-
sion of the oldest and the newest 
in a historic and hallowed sector 
of Tel Aviv.

New York-based hotelier Aby 
Rosen of RFR Holding reimag-
ined a 19th-century architec-
tural treasure into a sumptuous 
establishment. RFR is known for 
such hospitality hot spots as W 
South Beach and, in Manhattan, 
Gramercy Park and 11 Howard 
Hotels, as well as the Seagram 
Building.

Part of Marriott’s Luxury Col-
lection, The Jaffa is a magnificent 
makeover of a former French 
hospital and nunnery, high atop 
a hill with gorgeous views of 
the Mediterranean Sea and Old 
Jaffa’s minarets, tiled rooftops 
and ancient walls. The hotel also 
is within two blocks of the Jaffa 
Flea Market and the Jaffa Port, 
one of the oldest continuously 
operating ports in the world. You 
even can kayak or paddleboard 
in hallowed waters at Kayak4all 
(kayak4all.com).
The scene: The Jaffa fully 
embodies the Holy Land’s rich 
cultural mosaic and momentous 
history. But it’s also a spacious 
resort-style hotel and a relaxing 
sanctuary from the hectic tangle 
of ancient streets. The swimming 
pool is an oasis fringed by white 
umbrellas, sunbeds, lavender 
shrubs and citrus trees.

Guests are in for culinary treats 
at Don Camillo and Golda’s 
Delicatessen. The Chapel, once 
a place of worship and now one 
of Jaffa’s hottest bars, takes its 
spiritual history lightly: The 
cocktail menus look like bibles 
and the servers are dressed in 
micro-mini nuns’ habits and 

priests’ collars.
The hotel has an activity calen-

dar that includes a nightly 6 p.m. 
manager’s reception, DJ happen-
ings, historic tours and a daily 7 
a.m. run with a hotel staffer.

The Tamarindi Shop sells 
resort wear and the Spa by L. 
Raphael, an international brand, 
specializes in oxygenating and 
anti-aging treatments.
Design: British architectural 
designer John Pawson and local 
architect Ramy Gill collaborated 

on a look in which ancient meets 
modern throughout. They used 
natural travertine and sandstone 
to reflect Old Jaffa’s centuries of 
survival. And they maintained 
a soothing monochrome of pale 
stone colours to recall the town’s 
sun-bleached patina.

The Sheshbesh (backgammon) 
lobby lounge mixes avant-garde 
sofas and archeological artifacts. 
The Chapel lounge is a precious 
restoration of faded frescoes, 
stained-glass windows and a 
hand-painted ceiling.

The guest rooms are profound-
ly luxurious, yet with an almost 
monastic minimalism. The cabi-

netry hides most of the contem-
porary conveniences and a large 
TV is integrated into a wall mir-
ror, so there are no distractions. 
Texture is paramount. Shak-
er-plain muslin curtains cascade 
from high ceilings and there is 
softness in the velvet chairs, nub-
by area rugs and cotton sheets so 
fine they’re almost silky.

The Jaffa’s historic wing has 40 
rooms and suites, notable for the 
towering, arched windows and 
views of the courtyard, trellises 
of foliage and splendid arches 
and stonework.

The 80-room modern building 
has views of the Mediterranean 

Sea and mystical Old Jaffa. All of 
the accommodations are luxuri-
ous, but some of the suites — the 
King David, for example — are 
jaw-dropping for their size and 
wraparound terraces.

Both buildings have similar 
decor, accented by modern 
images of trees by Israeli pho-
tographer Tal Shochat, as well as 
spacious marble bathrooms and 
custom-made toiletries.
Cuisine: It’s Mediterranean 
meets Manhattan at the restau-
rant Don Camillo, an enchanting 
space in The Jaffa’s leafy court-
yard.

Chef Roi Antebi dishes up 
Italian-influenced delicacies like 
shrimp ravioli with black squid 
ink; Sicilian beet salad; lamb 
meatballs; and creamy burrata 
cheese with seven types of toma-
toes. The menu also features 
delicate crudos such as tuna Cal-
abrese and beef carpaccio; home-
made pasta with veal, grouper, 
shrimp or eggplant; market-fresh 
fish and seafood such as crab and 
octopus; and grilled lamb chops 
or rib-eye steak.

Don Camillo has a 3,000-bottle 
wine cellar, with an exclusive 
choice from Israel, Italy and 
France.

For more casual family fare, 
Golda’s Delicatessen serves the 
ultimate nosh, including bagels 
and lox, tuna melts, triple-decker 
clubs, cheeseburgers and milk 
shakes. You can eat indoors, out-
doors or at the pool.
Rochelle@rochellelash.com
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Tel Aviv’s JAffA 
fuses old, new 
wiTh Aplomb
Makeover of a former hospital and nunnery 
is luxurious embodiment of ancient history

In the new Jaffa Hotel, New York-based hotelier Aby Rosen of RFR Holding 
has reimagined a 19th-century architectural treasure into a sumptuous 
establishment.

Guest rooms are luxurious, yet with an almost monastic minimalism. P h o t o s :  A M i t  G e ro n/t h e  JA f fA  h o t e l

r o c h e l l e  l a s h

I f  y o u  g o

T h e  Ja f fa  h o T e l
Contact: 972-0-3-504-2000, 
888-236-2427 (Marriott); 
thejaffahotel.com; 2 Louis 
Pasteur St., Tel Aviv-Jaffa, 
Israel. Member of Virtuoso 
and Marriott’s The Luxury 
Collection Hotels & Resorts 
(the-luxury-collection.mar-
riott.com). Marriott Bonvoy 
rewards apply; best rate 
available at marriott.com.
Price: Nine levels start at 
US$600, including swimming 
pool, saunas, 24-hour fitness, 
evening turndown, Illy espres-
so, Wi-Fi.
Don Camillo Restaurant: 
breakfast, dinner daily; 972-3-
788-5660, doncamillotelaviv.
com. Golda’s Delicatessen: 11 
a.m.- 6 p.m. daily.
L. Raphael Beauty Spa: 
972-3-778-5633, use of two 
saunas, showers, gym includ-
ed for all hotel guests and spa 
clients.
Tel Aviv tourism:  
visit.tel-aviv.gov.il
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SMART SUITES
www.smartsuitesburlington.com

1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality. SUMMER RATES: Studio $110 US/night or a one bedroom
suite at $120 US/night including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI. Mention The
Gazette special. Not valid with any other discounts and may not be available on certain week-
ends. Rates in effect until November 1st. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on Rt 7/Shelburne Rd.

for 1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

VERMONT

VERMONT

GREEN MOUNTAIN
SUITES HOTEL

401 Dorset St, South Burlington, VT 05403, USA
www.greenmountainsuites.com

Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont and Experience all the Charm of a Boutique
Vermont Country Inn. Luxurious One-Bedroom King Suite As low as $189 Weekdays.

As low as $229 Weekends. Includes Fireside Breakfast served each morning & Fireside
Reception with Beer, Wine and Dinner (M-TR). Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise

facility. Walking distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church
Street Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available during select periods.

Inventory for this promotional rate is limited.
Please contact hotel for more information.

Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

Unforgettable and unparalleled views from your balcony and as close as you can get to
the majestic Whiteface Olympic Mountain - a view you cannot find in Lake Placid. Bring
your camera or drone! Our Adirondack Great Room is perfect for your large function or
gathering. Firepits and barbecue grills available for guests use. World class fly-fishing

within walking distance. Hospitality that will make you feel right at home.
FOR RATES AND RESERVATIONS
CALL TOLL FREE 833 - 4 - ROGERS

LEDGE ROCK AT WHITEFACE MOUNTAIN
5078 NYS ROUTE 86

WILMINGTON, NY 12997
WWW.LEDGEROCKATWHITEFACE.COM

NEWYORK


